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Most Popular 2008 Adult 
Nonfiction 
1. The Last Lecture by Randy 

Pausch 
2. In Defense of Food: An Eater’s 

Manifesto by Michael Pollan 
3. Audition by Barbara Walters 
4. Smoke, Mirrors and Murder by 

Ann Rule 
5. Stori Telling by Tori Spelling 
6. Beautiful Boy by David Sheff 
7. When You Are Engulfed in 

Flames by David Sedaris 
8. Stolen Innocence by Elissa Wall 
9. The Geography of Bliss one 

grump's search for the happiest 
places in the world by Eric 
Weiner 

10. What Happened Inside the 
Bush White House and 
Washington's Culture of 
Deception by Scott McClellan 

11. Losing It and Gaining My Life 
Back One Pound at a Time by 
Valerie Bertinelli 

12. Home: A Memoir of My Early 
Years by Julie Andrews 

13. Eat This, Not That by David 
Zinczenko 

14. Your Pregnancy Week by Week 
by Glade Curtis 

15. Predictably Irrational by Dan 
Ariely 

16. What to Expect When You’re 
Expecting by Heidi Murkoff 

17. Temples on the Other Side: 
How Wisdom from “Beyond 
the Veil” Can Help You Right 
Now by Sylvia Browne 

18. Are You There Vodka, It’s Me 
Chelsea by Chelsea Handler 

19. Mistaken Identity: Two 
Families, One Survivor, 
Unwavering Hope by Don Van 
Ryn 

20. Against Medical Advice: A 
True Story by James Patterson 

Most popular 2008 Adult 
DVDs 
1. Dog Whisperer 

with Cesar 
Millan. The 
complete third 
season  

2. The Jeff Corwin 
Experience: 
Season One 

3. Mansfield Park 
4. Northanger 

Abbey 
5. New Europe by 

Michael Palin 
6. Anthony 

Bourdain, No 
Reservations  

7. Persuasion 
8. Scenic Walks of 

the World by 
Reader’s Digest 
Association 

9. Cranford 
10. Human Weapon: 

The Complete Season One 
11. Dogfights: The 

Complete Season 
Two 

12. Touring England, 
Touring Scotland 

13. Haunted 
Histories 
Collection, Volume 2 

14. Growing Up 
Arctic by Animal 
Planet 

15. Wildlife Specials 
by David 
Attenborough  

16. Yoga for Stress 
Relief 

17. John Adams 
18.  MonsterQuest 
19. Touring Italy, 

Touring France 
20. Touring Alaska, 

Touring Hawaii 
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Most Popular 2008 YA 
Fiction 
1. Breaking Dawn by 

Stephenie Meyer 
2. Brisingr by 

Christopher Paolini 
3. The Dangerous 

Days of Daniel X 
by James Patterson 

4. The Final Warning 
by James Patterson 

5. Ever by Gail Levine 
6. Fairy Tail by Hiro 

Mashima 
7. Monkey High! by 

Shouko Akira 
8. Sand Chronicles by Hinako 

Ashihara 
9. In Odd We Trust 

by Queenie Chan 
and Dean Koontz 

10. Bratfest at 
Tiffany’s by Lisi 
Harrison 

11. Airhead by Meg Cabot 
12. Princess Mia by 

Meg Cabot 
13. The Swan 

Kingdom by Zoë 
Marriott 

14.  Demon 
Apocalypse by 
Darren Shan 

15. Once Upon a Time 
in the North by 
Philip Pullman 

16. The Dead and the 
Gone by Susan 
Pfeffer 

17. Three Little Words 
by Ashley Rhodes-Courter 

18.  Massie by Lisi Harrison 
19. Lock and Key by 

Sarah Dessen 
20. The Prince of 

Tennis by Takeshi 
Konomi 

 

Most Popular 2008 Juvenile 
DVDs 
1. Bob the Builder: 

Bulding Bobland 
Bay 

2. Bob the Builder: 
On-site Roads & 
Bridges 

3. Winter Wonderland 
4. SpongeBob 

SquarePants: To 
Love a Patty 

5. Curious George 
Goes to the 
Doctor 

6. The Tale of the 
Mighty Knights 

7. Bob the Builder: Three 
Musketrucks 

8. Curious George 
Takes a Vacation 

9. Elmo’s World: 
Opposites 

10. Madeline: Next 
Stop America 

Most Popular 2008 Juvenile 
Non Fiction 
1. Amazing Insects & Spiders 

by George McGavin 
2. Dinosaurs by Gail Gibbons 
3. The Far Planets by Ian 

Graham 
4. Don’t Bump the 

Glump by Shel 
Silverstein 

5. Dino—Why by 
Sylvia Funston 

6. Cool Cats by 
Beth Adelman 

7. Penguins by Alice Twine 
8. Jupiter, Neptune & the Other 

Outer Planets by Chris 
Oxlade 

9. Star Wars Epic Battles by 
Simon Beecroft 

10. The Story of Darth Vader by 
Catherine Saunders 

Most Popular 2008 Juvenile 
and Easy Fiction 
1. Dark Day in the 

Deep Sea by Mary 
Pope Osborne 

2. Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid: Rodrick Rules 
by Jeff Kinney 

3. Dark River by Erin Hunter 
4. A Horse Named Dragon by 

Gertrude Warner 
5. Chick-napped! by Carolyn 

Keene 
6. Danger Overseas 

by Carolyn Keene 
7. Master of 

Deception by Jude 
Watson 

8. Geronimo and the 
Gold Medal Mystery by 
Geronimo Stilton 

9. T. Rex and the Mother’s Day 
Hug by Lois Grambling 

10. Allie Finkles Rules 
for Girls by Meg 
Cabot 

11. The Great 
Detective Race by 
Gertrude Warner 

12.  Found by Margaret Haddix 
13. The Pigeon Wants a Puppy! 

by Mo Willems 
14. Outcast by Erin Hunter 
15. Bonjour Butterfly 

by Jane O’Connor 
16. Valley of the 

Giant Skeletons by 
Claudio Chernuschi 

17. Smash! Crash! by Jon 
Scieszka 

18. Reckoning by Jude Watson 
19. Thomas & Friends Lift-the-

Flap Freight 
20. The Battle of the 

Labyrinth by Rick 
Riordan 
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Collection Development Department — Jan Johnston 

Their writing lives on…. 
2008 saw the passing of many 

well known authors. I haven’t read 
all of them, but in looking at the 
names, I realized that many have 
impacted my life in one way or 
another.  

Two of the writers – Harold 
Pinter and Alexsandr Solzhenitsyn 
– were part of my English major 
days, and I find that I would like to 
revisit them without the pressures 
of term papers and exams 
interfering with the pleasure of 
reading.   

David Foster Wallace, who 
committed suicide at the very 
young age of 46, was introduced to 
me by a colleague just last year, and 
now that I have read one of his 
books (Consider the Lobster and Other 
Essays), I’m truly sorry that we 
won’t be hearing more from this 
talented writer.  

I almost hate to admit this (the 
librarian in me says I should have 
sampled each author…oh, to have 
more time to read…), but I’ve never 
read Tony Hillerman. Oddly 
enough, I associate his books with 
my childhood because I spent some 
formative years in New Mexico (not 
to worry – no murders or police 
detectives were part of my 
upbringing), so one of these days 
I’m going to sit down and enjoy 
one of his many books.   

Another author I haven’t read, 
but who managed to scare the 
popcorn right out of my lap, is 
Michael Crichton. Watching 
Jurassic Park at the movie theater 
confirmed my suspicions that 
dinosaurs and humans don’t mix 
well.   

And finally, on a much gentler 

note, there is Tasha Tudor.  A 
children’s author and illustrator, I 
didn’t become aware of her until I 
was an adult, but I’m so glad I did.  
For me, looking at her books is like 
surrounding myself with the softest 
and sweetest things imaginable, and 
Corgiville Fair is one my favorites.  
Ms. Tudor, along with all of the 
other authors, will be missed. 

Donald Westlake 
Harold Pinter 
William F. Buckley 
Thomas M. Disch 
Phyllis Whitney 
Michael Crichton 
Studs Terkel 
Arthur C. Clarke 
David Foster Wallace 
Tony Hillerman 
Margaret Truman 
Tasha Tudor 
Alexsandr Solzhenitsyn 




