











Collection Development Department — Jan Johnston

Shelf-involved

As Dr. Sigmund Dewey once
said, to be shelf-involved does not
necessarily mean that one is also
shelf-centered. A profound
statement indeed, but what exactly
does it mean? And who in the heck
is Dr. Sigmund Dewey! So many
questions abound in the library
world, and both of these are right
at the top end of the Cutter scale.

[ will attempt to demystify the
obfuscation surrounding such high-
stepping queries by saying this: a
library book in hand is worth two
romance paperbacks in good condition,
any Garfield on the shelf, and (strike
up the orchestra) a “partridge in a pear
tree.” And now back to our regular
programming:

New & coming to a shelf near you:
e Japanese Braiding: The Art of

Kumihimo by Jacqui Carey
e Craft Challenge: Dozens of

Ways to Repurpose a

Pillowcase by Suzanne Tourtillott
e Japanese Goth by Tiffany

Godoy

Braiding doesn’t mean hair in
this case; instead, think diy
decorative ropes using a tool that
kinda looks like a maypole.
Pillowcases aren’t just for the bed
or Halloween anymore - pillow
frocks can be fashionable in a cool
way, not a “oh my heavens, is Aunt
Clara wearing grandma’s bedding?”
way.

And “goth goes to your head” is
one way to describe what Japan
does with the dark and depressed
look. If a badly placed hairpiece has
ever disturbed you, be prepared for
major creepitude as dogs, elephants
and lions emerge from tresses.

But wait, there’s more!:
e The Smartest Animals on the
Planet by Sally Boysen
e The Madness of Mary Lincoln
by Jason Emerson
o This Will Kill You: A Guide to
the Ways in Which We Go by H.
P. Newquist
Can a horse really be trained to
count! Find out the answer while
also learning that dolphins use sea
sponges as nose guards - smart!
It would have been terrible to
have a mental illness in the days
before doctors and society began to
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have any understanding or empathy
for such cases. In 2005 a historian
discovered a trunk containing 25
letters relating to Mrs. Lincoln’s
insanity case, twenty of which were
written by Mary Lincoln herself.

If creepy hair and mentally ill
first ladies cause a suppressed yawn,
be prepared, my friend, for
sleepless nights after reading what
it’s like to “kick the bucket”
komodo dragon style. And to make
sure the reader understands how
one death compares to another,
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each deadly demise is rated against
a “horror factor” scale, and tiny
skulls helpfully demonstrate the
level of lethality. I, for one, will
start to look for the “dog away”
equivalent for komodo dragons,
pesky devils that they are in the
Northwest.

Oh, my head, does it not STOP?
e The World’s Greatest Book of
Useless Information: If You
Thought You Knew All the
Things You Didn’t Need to
Know, Think Again by Noel
Botham
e One Day Turkish by Elisabeth
Smith
¢ I’'m Not Hanging Noodles on
Your Ears and Other Intriguing
Idioms from Around the World
by Jag Bhalla
Amaze your coworkers with
tidbits like this: the average adult
eyeball weighs about 1 ounce; cows
can smell odors six miles away
(editor’s note: my skepticism about this
factoid makes me think the book was
ghostawritten by either Farmer Bob or a
really cunning bovine. Cows smelling
odors miles away??? Are you
kidding???); and last, but not least,
Westminster Palace, back in the
golden, olden days, frequently
flooded with mud and fish from
the Thames, and row boats were
necessary to navigate the Great
Hall. Imagine the queen calling for
her supper, and hearing her
servants dispatch her orders over
the sound of splashing water and
gurgling fish. . .
After bedazzling your stunned
coworkers with such meaty stuff,
push them over the edge when you

deliver a fascinating riff in Turkish.

Just one day of intense
Turkishness, and you’ll be
everyone’s new best friend. Pshaw,
you say! Well, I'm not hanging

noodles on

your ears, my

doubting

friend. Still

don’t believe

me because

you just watched your love life go
down in flames? My advice: reheat
cabbage. Curious as to why noodles
and cabbage just entered into the
conversation! I'm not telling -
Read the book.

Golly, I've had just about as
much fun as I can stand in one
report. | hope one or more of these
titles will inspire you to go to the
shelf and check out what other
worlds of miscellany are just
waiting to be plucked and absorbed
by fresh minds.

As Dr. Sigmund Dewey, a long
lost cousin twice removed on the
maternal, and tragically, mostly
forgotten side
of the famous
Freud / Melvil
bloodline,
once said: to
read is human,
to eat grass is
bovine.
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Continued from front page
available to on order. Other

examples of status users are
MISSING, REPAIR, and LOST.

There are two item category
fields that are used for statistical
reports and to limit catalog
searches.

[tem category 1 says whether the
title to which an item is attached is
fiction, nonfiction, biography,
picture book, beginning reader,
board book, graphic novel or in
Braille, as well as genre information

such as romance or mystery.

[tem category 2 specifies the
intended audience of the material:
adults, YA, or juvenile or if a book
is in large print.

Price is the final item record
field. This is used for actual
replacement cost if an item is lost
or damaged.

Other fields in the item record
are system generated. Examples of
these include the date created, date
last charged, date due and date last
discharged as well as the number of

1. Catalog search limiting

2. Workflows item record
display

3. Catalog record display

1.

2.

times an item has circulated.

Accurate coding of item records
ensures that searches will retrieve
specific types of materials and that
those same materials can be found
on the shelves. Technical Services
staff created more than 95,000 item
records in 2009. While they aren’t
perfect, they are committed to
accuracy because they know how
important it is to patrons and staff
who rely on item records for
accurate searches, checkouts and
statistics.

Above:

The genre limiter comes from ltem
category 1. Audience is from item
category 2. Format is from item

type.

At left:

When the current location is
checked out, the due date will
display in the catalog.

Some current locations such as
LOST, MISSING and REPAIR will
shadow the item to keep it from
displaying in the catalog.
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Board Report
Special Projects Division
Doreen Turpen
August 10, 2009

Building Projects:

Worked on furniture selection for Cascade Park project. Resolved budget,
colors, finishes, sizes, and ADA issues on a number of furniture categories.
o Participated in meeting with vendor to identify and resolve
Electrical/data configurations for technology furniture and to make
final decisions on sizes and products.
o0 Selected technology furniture for the children’s area including sizes
and requested samples for finishes.
o Participated in meetings to finalize shelving layouts.
0 Set up meetings to identify colors and finishes for shelving end
panels, counters tops, and fabrics.
o Facilitated meetings to resolve layout and configurations for service
desk, self-check area, and print/copy center areas. Worked with
Kelly to finalize the order.
o0 Finalized sizes and finishes for study tables. Order has been
placed.
Received proposals for installation of Cascade Park architectural graphics.
Vendor was selected and contract was negotiated. Finalized the list of
signs to be produced. Participated in pre-construction meeting with sign
contractor, graphics consultant, and architects. Reviewed shop drawings
and submitted comments.
Participated in vendor demo for Vancouver Community Library workroom
furniture.
Participated in review of construction documents for Vancouver
Community Library.

Other:

Met with ESD 112 staff to develop a proposal for joint early learning
services for groups in Klickitat and Skamania counties.

Participated in Admin Team retreat

Prepared and submitted final reports for the Department of Early Learning
grant.



Good News!

“Hello, Baby!” Book Bags

o Received $3,000 grant
from the Target
Foundation

@ TARGET

Glass Onion Restaurant

Fundraising_Dinner

o Raised $3,000 for the
Friends of Geldendale
Community Library
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Harry Potter & the Half-Blood
Prince Fundraiser

o 114 people attended

o Raised $570 for the
Friends of Battle Ground
Community Library
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Upcoming Events

New Vancouver Community

Library Groundbreaking
o Cookies donated by

McDenald’s
o Coffee donated by Java
House

Vol. 7: August 2009

Art in the Park

o Fundraiser for Friends of
Woodland Community
Library

o Saturday, September 12
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
Horseshoe Lake Park in
Woodland, WA

BUNCO Night

o Fundraiser for FVRL
Foundation

o Thursday, October 1%
from 5:30 to 9 p.m. at
Divine Consign

o Call Divine Consign at
(360) 695-6443 to
purchase tickets for $35
each
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“"New Moon” Fundraiser

o Fundraiser for Friends of
Battle Ground Community
Library

o Friday, November 20th at
11:59 p.m. at Battle
Ground Cinema

o Tickets are $9 each

o Stay tuned for more
details!

Just-In!

The Foundation has received
a $2,500 Editor's Circle
sponsorship for the Authors &
Illustrators Dinner from Stoel
Rives!

The La Center Casinos
Charitable Fund awarded the
Foundation a $2,200 grant to
fund an AED (automated
external defibrillator) device
for the La Center Community
Library!




*Another happy baby enjoys their “Hello, Baby!” Book Bag™*

FVRL Foundation Library Support
May 2009

TOTAL Battle Ground Community Library Building Project
TOTAL Library Program Support

TOTAL REACH Grant

TOTAL Collection

TOTAL Spent on Library Support
June 2009

TOTAL Battle Ground Community Library Building Project
TOTAL Library Program Support

TOTAL REACH Grant

TOTAL Collection

TOTAL 50% Trustee/Foundation Board Meeting Facilitator

TOTAL Spent on Library Support
July 2009
TOTAL Battle Ground Community Library Building Project
TOTAL Library Program Support
TOTAL REACH Grant
TOTAL Collection
TOTAL Kelly Patterson Fund for Family Literacy

TOTAL Spent on Library Support

$252,788.79
21,976.32
872.80
933.09

$276,571.00

$53,139.67
6,981.70
1,127.18
1,459.33
300.00

$63,007.88

$143,877.90
20,473.38
2,288.66
6,274.01
27.02

$172,940.97





