Collection Development Department — Jan Johnston

Checking Out...Large Print

You may already know that large
print (aka large type) books have a
strong presence in our library
system. And you may be one of the
many readers who enjoy reading
large type books. But did you know
that this format has been around
for less than 50 years? Assuming
that books in a larger print size
were not commercially viable,
publishers never pursued the
idea...until Frederick A. Thorpe
came along.

Mr. Thorpe was a retired printer
and publisher in England, and in
the early 1960s, he created
Ulverscroft Large Print Books
Limited as a nonprofit
organization. Because he
recognized that failing eyesight
often prevented people from being
able to read, it was his idea to

Did you know?

e We have over 10,000 large
print volumes

e There is no “standard” when it
comes to the font size. 16 point
type is the most commonly used,
but it can range from 12 to 18
points

e Large print editions are often
released simultaneously with the
standard editions

e Large print has a very short
“shelf-life” with publishers. If it
has been more than a year since
a title was published (sometimes
even less time than this), it's
probably out of print. This makes
it very difficult to replace lost or
worn out copies.

Content Management

republish standard books in large
print, and to sell to libraries.
Those early large print books
were very basic in appearance—
plain covers with text only. They
were physically larger and heavier
too, which turned out to be a
problem for elderly and disabled
readers. Over time the books
became smaller, and now the cover
of a large print book is often
identical to the original edition.
Quite a few other publishers
entered the large print field, and
two of the most recognizable names
today are Thorndike and Center
Point. The library has several
standing order plans set up with
these companies that allow us to
automatically receive titles on a
monthly basis. The plans cover a
wide range of categories: American
history, biographies, famous
authors, mysteries, romance,

Large print titles with the

most checkouts for FVRL:

e The Cat Who Said Cheese by
Lilian Braun Jackson

e Perry Mason in the Case of the
Burning Bequest by Thomas
Chastain

e Silver Canyon by Louis L’Amour

e Weight Watchers Healthy
Lifestyle Cookbook

e The End of Summer by
Rosamunde Pilcher
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westerns, Christian fiction and
general nonfiction.

There are trends when it comes
to the large print industry.
Westerns are perennially popular
in this format, as are romances, but
more and more readers want to
check out nonfiction, and large
print publishers are responding to
this demand. It used to be difficult
to find nonfiction, especially on
current topics or even breakout
nonfiction bestsellers, but now
publishers recognize this need.

Another interesting trend is the
increase in soft cover bindings.
They don’t last as long, but many
readers prefer this binding because
it’s not as heavy to hold.

By the way, Ulverscroft is still in
business today and publishes audio
books as well as large print. So
thank you, Mr. Thorpe—you had a
vision... literally!

Recently added large print
titles:
o As the world churns: a

Pennsylvania Dutch mystery
with recipes by Tamar Myers

e Audition: a memoir by Barbara
Walters

¢ Nothing to lose by Lee Child

e A prisoner of birth by Jeffrey
Archer

o Skeletons at the feast: a novel
by Christopher A. Bohjalian

e The front by Patricia Cornwell
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Introducing UrbanWords Group
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I’m delighted to announce that we signed a
contract with UrbanWords Group on July 24 to
provide building project communications support
through 2011.

We’ll be working with Katlin Smith and Holly

Chamberlain, who will help me...

e Review, update and draft project
communications plans

e Plan, coordinate, publicize and direct public
meetings, groundbreakings, tours, opening and
other project-related events

e Coordinate ongoing project updates to staff

e Oversee ongoing communications to the
public

e Actively pursue media opportunities

e Design and maintain informational displays

e Maintain and regularly update the district’s
building project Web pages

e Organize and maintain project files and
newspaper clips

Katlin Smith has more than 20
years of experience in
publications, public and media
relations, and project
administration with an
emphasis on public affairs and
civic communications. She
provides strategic communications and
community outreach services for government,
non-profit and business clients. She has provided

services for more than 40 government and non-
profit agencies, including Vancouver-Clark Parks
and Recreation, Southwest Washington
Convention and Visitors Bureau, and various City
of Portland departments.

Holly Chamberlain is an independent contractor
and writer who has been involved in the field of
historic preservation for more than 30 years. She
has served the private, public and non-profit
sectors as a project manager, public relations
coordinator, exhibit planner, volunteer
coordinator, and grant writer and manager. She
provides writing, research, archiving and display
services for UrbanWords clients. Among her
many affiliations and activities, she was appointed
by Governor Gregoire to serve on the Advisory
Council for Historic Preservation.

Working with Katlin and Holly, I’ve begun the
process of updating and creating communications
plans for our three Vancouver projects and the
new Battle Ground library building. We’re also
shaping plans for the April/May 2009 building
opening events in Battle Ground, and bringing
Katlin and Holly up to speed on that project prior
to turning over tactical implementation to them.

I will continue to oversee all building project
communications, and will retain the hands-on
work involved with art review and sign system
development.

UrbanWords Group was the highest scoring of
seven respondents to the Request for Proposals for
Building Project Communications we issued in
June. Other respondents included JD White |
BERGER/ABAM, Normandeau Associates,
Envirolssues, Amplify, Kelly O’Neill and Shelly
Strom.



Date: August 11, 2008

To: Fort Vancouver Regional Library Board of Trustees
From: Patty Duitman
Subject: Operations Report

ADMINISTRATION

» Worked on the 2008 and 2009 budgets
» Working on contractors contracts

ACCOUNTING

> All federal and state second quarter tax reporting was submitted to the appropriate agencies
FACILITIES

Completed (110) work orders and (29) special events

Cascade Park — striped parking lot

Goldendale — sealed and weatherized deck wood; replaced branch vehicle
Stevenson — replace vinyl in main floor restrooms, replaced branch vehicle
Vancouver — worked with City of Vancouver to install exterior ADA handrails
Washougal — painted exterior book returns

White Salmon — painted gallery

Woodland — painted interior of main floor
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HUMAN RESOURCES

» Held new hire training for 13 new staff on July 31 and started preparing for the next group’s
training in late August
» Currently accepting applications to replenish our entry level applicant pool

PURCHASING and MAIL

» Working on two Request for Proposals for district copy and mail machines
» Researching and costing furniture for the new Cascade Park and Battle Ground libraries
> Preparing for a surplus sale that is tentatively scheduled for Friday, August 22

TRAINING

Conference/Workshop Registrations
» 1 person registered for National Association for the Education of Young Children Conference
> 2 people registered for Desktop Authority web-based training
» 3 people registered for NW ILL and Resource Sharing Conference
» 7 people registered for WALE Conference

Substitute Training
> 2 new Asst | substitutes completed initial training

Other
» Completed training of staff on new email system, WorldClient



Special Projects Division
Board Report
Summer 2008 (June, July, August)
August 11, 2008
Doreen Turpen, Special Projects Director

Building Projects

= Participated in all-day workshops for the Main Library

= Participated in Schematic Design review for the Main Library.

= Participated in value engineering assignments for Battle Ground and
Cascade Park libraries and the Main library.

= Facilitated meetings with Vancouver School District and EOCF staff to
discuss possibilities for joint activities in the new Main library.

= Facilitated meetings with youth services staff for design of the children’s
and teen areas for the new Main library.

=  Worked with Kelly to develop a list of furniture options for Cascade Park
library. This list has been handed off to interior designers for them to
develop a comprehensive package. They will recommend final selection
of pieces, color selections, finishes, and fabrics. We have had our first
meeting with them and confirmed several selections. We are working on
a similar package for Battle Ground to confirm pricing.

= Developed an activity matrix for closing and opening libraries.

=  Worked with Dennis and Melinda to confirm shelving layouts for Battle
Ground and for Cascade Park libraries. We are fine-tuning details,
including dimensions and accessories, and approaches for designing end-
panels.

= Participated in Vancouver Mall Building Team meetings.

Other

=  Worked with Kelly to collect information on options for service desks for
existing branches. Provided analysis and recommendations for an
approach.

= Worked on a project proposal to submit to Department of Early Learning.

= Jacquelyn Keith and | are working with ESD 112 to develop approaches
for continuation and expansion of our joint work with them, including
Read and Plays. This is in response to interest shown in these programs
by additional school sites in Clark County.

= Jessie has completed annual branch reports for each branch and updated
fact sheets for each branch. She prepared a report for Yale Valley Library
District that was submitted to their board members.

= Participated on a panel presentation at the Regional Educational Facilities
Planners conference in Portland. Our panel topic was focused on early
learning environments.



Foundation Director’s Report

Prepared by Rick Smithrud
August 11, 2008

La Center Casinos Charitable Fund

The Foundation has received a grant from the La Center Casinos Charitable Fund in support of the
“Hello, Baby!” book bag program. This grant award provides $2,220 for materials to assemble 222
“Hello, Baby!” book bags to give to the parents of infants living in the La Center Community Library’s
service area.

The Rock Wood Fired Pizza

The Rock Wood Fired Pizza has donated $1,000 to the Children’s Summer Reading as part of their
pre-opening and Grand Opening events. A photo of the check presentation was featured on the front
page of The Columbian’s business section on July 22™,

Battle Ground Burgerville Fundraiser

The Friends of Battle Ground Library will be hosting a fundraiser on September 1% at the Battle
Ground Burgerville Restaurant. 10% percent of all sales between 5 and 8 p.m. will be donated to the
Battle Ground Library Building Campaign.

2009 Bookmark Contest

1Q Credit Union has signed on as the Foundation’s first corporate sponsor for the 2009 FVRL
Bookmark Contest. The Bookmark Contest will start in J anuary of 2009 and will be open to all 1
through 5™ graders living in the District’s service area. At the end of the 2007 contest, 99,000 copies
of the winning images were printed and distributed through the branches and bookmobile.

2008 Authors & Ilustrators Dinner

The 2008 Authors & [llustrators Dinner will be held on Monday, October 6 at the Hilton Vancouver
Washington. The featured speaker will be Lisa Jackson. Lisa lives in Vancouver and has written 85
romance and romantic suspense novels. Several of her books have appeared on the NY Times
bestseller list. So far in 2008, Lisa has released Absolute Fear (3/1/2008), Lost Souls (3/25/2008), Sail
Away (5/1/2008), High Stakes (6/1/2008) and Left to Die (8/ 1/2008). Later this year Lisa will be
releasing Missing (12/1/2008). Tickets are $60 each and seating is determined by date of purchase.

New 2008 Summer Reading Sponsors

The Foundation has secured several new sponsors for the Children & Teen Summer Reading
programs. Over the last several months The Columbian, Fred Meyer, Umpqua Bank, The La Center
Casinos Charitable Fund, Sylvan Learning Centers & The Rock Wood Fired Pizza have all signed on
as Summer Reading sponsors.

New Foundation Board Members

At its July board meeting the Foundation added three new members to its Board of Directors. The new
members include: Donna Rush who works for First Independent Bank, Courtney Given who own
Simple Pleasures, an event planning & consulting business, and Lisa Schmidt who works for The
Nutter Corporation.






