
FORT VANCOUVER REGIONAL LIBRARY DISTRICT 
Board of Trustees Public Meeting 

 
September 11, 2006 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Jerry King called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. at Homelink / CAM School in 
Battle Ground.   

 
2. PRESENT 

Chair Jerry King presiding.  Other Board members: Jack Burkman, Merle Koplan, 
Karen Peterson, Elena Smith, Rose Smith and Bill Yee.  Staff attending included:  
Bruce Ziegman, Executive Director; Patty Duitman, Operations Director; Doreen 
Turpen, Access & Programs Director; Sue Vanlaanen, Communications Director; 
Melinda Chesbro, Content Management Director; Karin Ford, Vancouver Community 
Librarian and Becky Pettigrew, recording. 

 
Other staff and citizens attending:  Bud Barrett, Katie Barrows, Sue Barrows, Anna 
Cross, Andrea Duncan, Don Higgins, Jane Higgins, Sharon Hruby, Carol Kion, Alex 
Mintz, Nettie Pullella-Barca, Jackie Spurlock, Dennis Sword, Ken Topper and Jenine 
WhiteCastle. 

 
3. AGENDA 

The agenda was approved as presented.   
 
4. MINUTES 

The minutes of the August 14, 2006 meeting were approved as emailed.  
 

5. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
On behalf of the Board, King thanked Friends of Battle Ground Community Library 
for the delicious meal they generously provided prior to the meeting.   

 
6. CITIZEN COMMENTS 

None. 
 

7. BUSINESS 
 

A. Expenditure Approval 
MOTION:  Karen Peterson moved and Bill Yee seconded approval of the accounts 
payable, payroll and payroll payables as presented.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

B. Three Creeks Library Capital Facility Area Expenditure Approval 
MOTION:  Karen Peterson moved and Bill Yee seconded approval of the Three Creeks 
Library Capital Facility Area expenditures.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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8. REPORTS 
 

A. Special Reports from Volunteers 
 
• Battle Ground Literacy Program 

Community Librarian Jackie Spurlock introduced Nettie Pullella-Barca, 
volunteer coordinator for their Literacy program.  Pullella-Barca said the 
program has existed for nearly four years now and they have been meeting at 
Mallard Landing Assisted Living Community for the past 16 months.  Their 
program is the only one with a beginning group for ESL students in this area.  
They also have intermediate and advanced groups and there is child care for the 
program.  Currently, there are 12 private tutors with 1-4 students each.   
 
This program is sponsored by Friends of Battle Ground Community Library.  
Pullella-Barca said the Friends provide them with any materials or food that 
they need for the program.   
 
Koplan asked about the number of students currently involved in the program.  
Pullella-Barca said they’ve had as many as 18 students at a time, but that over 
the summer it was between 6-10 students.  Four of their students will become 
citizens this year.  Most of the students come from Russian or Slavic 
backgrounds but they’ve had students from Japan and China as well.  They 
presented “Hello, Baby!” bags to their students with babies   Pullella-Barca said 
the moms and babies loved the free books and other materials included in the 
canvas bags.  Many of these students did not have library service where they 
came from, or didn’t have good experiences with libraries and so they’ve been 
very pleased with the services provided by FVRL.  The students use the library 
and have library cards.  The students also enjoy the opportunity to interact after 
their lessons.   
 
King asked about the age range of the students involved in the program.  
Pullella-Barca said it varies widely.  They have men that are in their 60s.  Many 
are working adults, some with two jobs.  There are also many mothers from 
ages 25 to 50.  King expressed how inspiring it must be to be involved in this 
program.  Pullella-Barca agreed and said that the students have a great deal of 
enthusiasm for our country and they are very good people to have in Battle 
Ground.   
 
Ziegman asked about the length of time students are involved in the program.  
Pullella-Barca said she has had people in the program for 3 years before they 
become citizens and start to move on.  She also noted that this is a close-knit 
group and the tutors and instructors really care a lot about each other.   She 
explained that Clark College will offer training for new tutors on September 23.  
A number of students are waiting for tutors.  Jane Higgins asked how many 
students have been through the program since it started?  Pullella-Barca and 
Spurlock estimated that more than 100 people have been tutored.   



FVRL Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes, Sept. 11, 2006 Page 3 

King thanked Pullella-Barca for her report and expressed the library’s support 
for their efforts.   

 
• Battle Ground Young Adult Advisory Board 

Spurlock introduced two members of their Young Adult Advisory Board 
(YAAB), who spoke about the program.  Andrea Duncan said she is 16 years 
old and has been a member of the YAAB for about a year.  Katie Barrows said 
she is 15 and has been a member for a very long time.  Duncan said their group 
meets once a month to discuss how to make the library more appealing to teens.  
Barrows added that they also organize programs for their peers.  They enjoy 
participating in events such as the Teen Summer Reading program and like 
brainstorming ideas about how to make the library and their community better.  
The girls said they also appreciate the summer program that includes reading 
incentives like the movie gift certificates.   
 
King asked how many teens participate in their YAAB group.  The girls 
estimated that about 10 teens attend the monthly meetings.  R. Smith asked if 
the district holds an annual YAAB meeting, similar to the Friends Fair that 
brings together Friends from across the district?  Spurlock said currently this is 
not done, but it’s a great idea.   Currently, teens from across the district get 
together for specific programs, such as the Battle of the Bands or the Three 
Creeks sleepover that drew teens from a large geographic area.  Karin Ford 
mentioned the YAAB Summer Games that drew teens from all over the 
Vancouver area.   
 
King thanked Duncan and Barrows for their report and said he is very glad to 
hear this news about the program.   

 
B. Community Libraries Report 

A written report from Community Libraries Director Mary Devlin, who was unable 
to attend, is attached.  Karin Ford shared this story from the White Salmon Valley 
library:  A mother was recently trying to escort her crying son from the library.  
The mother told staff the reason her child was crying is because he would rather be 
at the library than any other place, including the park and WalMart.  
 
Spurlock acknowledged the three volunteers that gave reports and shared a bit 
about their involvement with the library.  She said that Pullella-Barca was 
responsible for bringing the literacy program to Battle Ground.  This program then 
served as a model for the rest of the literacy programs around the district.  She 
thanked the two teens for attending and giving a report, noting that one of the girls 
is the daughter of Battle Ground’s Assistant Librarian.   
 
Spurlock said that even though the Battle Ground library is overcrowded, it’s still a 
vibrant, busy and fun place to be and the community makes good use of it.  She 
encouraged everyone to visit the library if they had not done so yet.  In addition to 
the literacy and teen programs, the library offers weekly story times for babies, 
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toddlers and preschoolers.  Beginning this week, they’ve divide their popular 
program for babies and toddlers into two groups: one for birth to age 18 months 
and the other for ages 18-36 months.  Their display case currently features an 
American Girls theme with many antiques provided by the staff.  A school age 
program will be offered on this theme soon.  On November 4 at 7 p.m., Spurlock 
will give a slide show presentation about her recent trip to Iran.  Spurlock also said 
they have a monthly program for seniors.  Once a month, they open the library 
early for seniors, who come for quiet time, to socialize or to use the computers.  
 
Ziegman asked about the attendance at the senior programs.  Spurlock said the 
programs have been well-attended recently, with 20-25 people.  They’ve had the 
program for about two years now.   
 
King said he was at the Battle Ground library recently for the reception for their 
new furniture.  He remarked on the good rapport that exists between the staff and 
the patrons.  Spurlock said people like the library’s coziness, and while they long 
for a larger facility they hope to retain a feeling of coziness.   
 
Spurlock gave recognition to Friends of Battle Ground Library members, saying 
they are a hardworking, dedicated and fun group.  She introduced the Friends and 
staff members that were present.   
 

C. About the District: Facilities/Fleet Management 
Duitman introduced Facilities/Fleet Manager Dennis Sword and Facilities 
Coordinator Bud Barrett.  Ziegman explained that this report is part of a series of 
reports highlighting library district departments.   
 
Sword shared a PowerPoint presentation, which is attached.  Other details he spoke 
about included: 
· The department completed 1,800 work orders during the past month. 
· FVRL is one of the few libraries in the northwest that has a working shop.  

Facilities staff often constructs custom furniture for our locations.  In some 
cases they do this as a cost-savings measure, but sometimes it’s because we can 
build something specialized to meet our unique needs. 

· Grounds maintenance has a seasonal schedule.   
· Most of the courier work (delivering boxes of materials between libraries and 

offices) is done by 2.4 FTE.  Staff delivers the materials regardless of the 
weather, including snow and ice in the gorge.   

· Although we have a number of new libraries, some of our buildings are in need 
of major renovation or replacement. 
 

King remarked on the tremendous number of boxes that are moved by the couriers.   
 
Ziegman noted that we have a professional services category in the budget.  People 
usually assume this money goes to lawyers, but a large amount of it is spent on 
custodial services.  Ziegman acknowledged Sword for his efforts in working with 
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the janitorial companies, noting that the quality of the service has improved.   King 
commended the Facilities staff for their good work.   
 
Peterson asked about the mileage on our bookmobiles.  Sword estimated that they 
accrue 8-10,000 miles each year and currently each has about 30,000 miles.  

 
Yee asked about the number of custodial contracts we have.  Sword said we have 
several upriver and several in Clark County. 
 
Duitman presented each board member with a plunger and made them honorary 
members of the Facilities staff.   
 
King thanked Sword and Duitman for a great report.   
 

D. FVRL Foundation Update 
Foundation Director Rick Smithrud was unable to attend.  King shared details from 
the last Foundation meeting (these details are included in Smithrud’s written report, 
which is attached).  King encouraged board members to attend the Authors and 
Illustrators Dinner, which is the Foundation’s biggest fundraiser.   
 

9. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Ziegman said his focus this past month has been on the Vancouver libraries bond 
measure.  Many of the activities he’s participated in have been during his non-work 
hours, but a few that had a strictly informational focus were during his work time. He 
met with a number of community groups and participated in festivals on both the west 
and east sides.  Also, rally was held in the parking lot near Mill Plain and 136th 
Avenue.   
 
The director of Washington’s department of Community, Trade and Economic 
Development (CTED) was in the area recently and met with Ziegman, Mayor Pollard, 
the project developers and several others to talk about the Riverwest project and the 
LIFT (Local Infrastructure Financing Tool), which is what will provide the funding for 
the parking garage to be built beneath the new main library.  Following the meeting, 
Ziegman sent the CTED director information about the contribution libraries make to 
our economy.  
 
Along with other staff, Ziegman has spent time working on the Battle Ground library 
fundraising project.  This includes putting together marketing materials and pursuing a 
philanthropic opportunity.  
 
Ziegman and Duitman have been working on a draft preliminary 2007 budget.  The 
budget committee met this afternoon to review it.  Meeting with the committee this 
early allows staff to respond to questions and gather more information. 
 
The state auditor is currently conducting the library district’s biennial audit.  Ziegman 
acknowledged that this is the seventh or eighth audit Duitman has participated in and 
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during that time the district has never had a finding.  The auditors have occasionally 
offered procedural suggestions. 
 

10. CITIZEN COMMENTS 
Jane Higgins shared a photo of a preschool group that presented pennies they’d 
collected for the Battle Ground library building fund.  She said that if you visit the site 
of the new library, you’ll see that fire hydrants and electric boxes have been installed.  
The developer’s motorcycle is often at the construction site.  She also noted that last 
week, Don Higgins spoke to an official with CTRAN.  He was informed that as soon as 
the new library opens, CTRAN will make a bus stop there.   
 
Sharon Hruby expressed how busy the Battle Ground library is and how often the 
parking lot is full for morning programs.  She also invited everyone to come to a 
Pancake Breakfast fundraiser for the new library that is on Sept. 23 from 9-11 a.m. at 
Mallard Landing Assisted Living Community. 
 

11. BOARD COMMENTS 
King reminded everyone about the special meeting that’s scheduled for Monday, 
October 30 at 6:00 p.m. at Battle Ground City Hall to discuss funding of the new Battle 
Ground library.  He said that the Friends group has been preparing to make a 
presentation and that staff are doing some research.  The library board will work with 
everyone to do some creative thinking and planning about how we can help this 
project. 
 
King also noted that he’s been working very hard on the Vancouver libraries campaign.  
He’s participated in sign waving, phone banking and has door-belled two big precincts.  
King said he’s gotten a wonderful response.  He has enjoyed the opportunity to hear 
from so many people.  
 
Peterson invited board members to attend the Clark County Early Learning Fund 
benefit luncheon on Tuesday, Sept, 26, 2006, from 11:30-1:00 at the Vancouver Hilton.  
She asked that they contact Turpen if they are interested in attending.  
 
Koplan said she has been helping the library campaign as well.  She’s seen a number of 
library employees volunteering their time.   One difference she noticed with this 
election versus the previous one is that the Internet policy is no longer an issue.  
Shortly after the new tax assessments went out, she heard some concern from people 
that their taxes would go up as well.  Koplan commended the campaign for their quick 
response in getting a flyer to all Vancouver households explaining that even though the 
assessments went up, the tax would not.  Burkman added that the Columbian ran 
several articles and editorials addressing this issue, which he appreciated. 
 

12. NEXT REGULAR MEETING 
The next regular meeting will be on Monday, October 9, 2006 at Stevenson 
Community Library. 

 



FVRL Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes, Sept. 11, 2006 Page 7 

13. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 6:58 p.m. 

 
 

These minutes were approved at the October 9, 2006 meeting. 
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The Facilities Crew :The Facilities Crew :
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FVRL Board Report 
Sue Vanlaanen, Communications Director 

September 11, 2006 
 

 

 

Scarecrow contest entry 
 Clark County Historical Society/Museum 
and the Vancouver Downtown Association are 
sponsoring an "Extreme Scarecrow Makeover" 
contest Sept. 9-Oct. 1.  
 A small group of library district employees 
(Melinda Chesbro, Tami Miller and Graphics, and 
myself) personally donated materials to create a 
library entry named "Scarecrow Storytime." Dewey 
the scarecrow and his crow friends are on display in 
half of the main library's upper lobby display case, 
sharing space with library bond measure 
information on the right half of the case. 
 If you'd like to vote on or place a silent 
auction bid on a scarecrow, you can pick up a form 
at the main library circulation desk or contact the 
museum at 360.993.5679. 
 
Photo archive project 
 FVRL has, among its multiple locations, a 
huge collection of photos that staff have taken or 
had taken by photographers through the years, both 
film and digital. Until now, these photos have not 
been collected or catalogued in a central location, 
nor has there been a system for documenting their 
content or making them searchable. Also, most of 
the photos that were taken with film haven't yet 
been converted to digital images. 

 Christina Cain in Graphics has 
taken on this monumental project -- 
something for which we can all be 
appreciative! She's contacted each 
branch to help identify a specific person 
to be her designated photo contact, and 
has begun the process of collecting and 
documenting all photos. 
 The goal is to have a robust, 
searchable collection of photographs 
that can be used in historical projects 
and future flyers, brochures, posters and 
Web pages. 
 The project includes trying to 
identify all the people who appear in 
photos. For those photos taken of 
library patrons, we hope to include in 
the documentation any signed 
permissions we've received that will 

allow us to use images for library promotional 
purposes. 
 Christina is using this generally slower time 
of the year (i.e., between Summer Reading seasons) 
to begin the project, which will be ongoing once she 
has the structure and process set up. 
 
FVRL media relations 
 With the Vancouver bond measure bringing 
us renewed media interest, I'd like to provide a 
quick recap on media relations at FVRL. 
 Bruce generally represents FVRL as our 
designated spokesperson, particularly on issues 
involving library policy or Board action. 
Occasionally, you'll see my name or some other 
staffer's name in an article that deals with primarily 
factual information. 
 I function as the "point person" and 
coordinator for our media relations. I also write and 
edit our news releases. Media representatives 
generally contact me first for assistance to arrange 
interviews and/or get the information they're 
looking for. Those reporters with whom Bruce has 
already established a working relationship may 
contact him directly (he lets me know afterward 
about the contact).  
 We ask all staff to refer questions from 
reporters to the business office and to let me know 
of any media contacts or visits. 

"Scarecrow Storytime" 



Date:  September 11, 2006 
 
To:  Fort Vancouver Regional Library Board of Trustees 
 
From:  Patty Duitman 
 
Subject: Operations Report 
 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
The state auditor has arrived to audit 2004 and 2005.  He is expected to be here until the end of 
September. 
 
Labor/Management met to discuss hiring practices. 
 
FACILITIES 
 

 Facilities completed over 90 work orders 

             Purchased a new 2006 Toyota passenger van  

             Installed a new HVAC unit w/gas heat in Stevenson 

             Installed new exterior pole light fixtures at the Goldendale Library  

             Cleaned carpet at the Vancouver Mall Library 

             Backflow prevention valves were tested at Battle Ground and Three Creeks 

             HVAC units were removed, cleaned. and tested at Cascade Park 

             Installed exterior library sign at Ridgefield 

             Completed restroom and foyer painting at Ridgefield 

 

COMPUTER SERVICES 
 
 Completed ordering computers on regular replacement schedule 
 
 Installed servers and replacements 
 
 Worked on plan to rebuild network in Stevenson in order to accommodate more 

computers. 
 
 In the process of upgrading the antivirus software throughout the district. 
 



Board Report 
September 11, 2006 

Access and Programs Division 
Doreen Turpen 

 
 
Staffing changes 
 
Trish Segal resigned her position as the Young Adult Coordinator in late August to take a 
teaching position with the Vancouver School District.  She will be teaching English at 
Lewis and Clark High School.  I hope to have an interim coordinator in place within the 
next couple of weeks then will begin the recruitment and hiring process. 
 
We went through a hiring process in August for pages.  All three incumbents were 
moving on, either to new positions, or back to school.  We had a good pool of applicants 
and were able to fill all the vacant positions. 
 
 
Programs and Services 
 
Summer didn’t deter the participants in the conversation circles.  Attendance remained 
high, with Vancouver’s group sometimes reaching more than 20 adults and 10 children.  
Amy recruited a new volunteer when she learned that one of the students was a librarian 
(cataloger) in Taiwan.  He is now helping catalog gift books in Chinese that don’t have 
records with our vendor.   
 
Summer was recruitment time for new conversation circle volunteers.  Amy organized a 
training session for Sept. 9.  Clark College helped promote the training.  In addition to 
FVRL and Clark College volunteers, up to 11 people from St. John’s Catholic Church 
were scheduled to take the training.  They are planning to start a circle targeting their 
Spanish-speaking congregation. 
 
Jessie has helped the branches set up several programs for this fall and winter.  We made 
initial arrangements for two Portland area authors who will each visit 3-4 libraries.  
Another multi-branch program we have been working on is Celilo Stories, a program that 
examines community in the context of Celilo Falls which was an important gathering 
place.  This program was developed by the Center for Columbia River History and will 
take place at FVRL and four other libraries. 
 
 
Community Contacts 
 
Jacquelyn represents FVRL at the Skamania County Community Network.  Her 
participation is building additional connections in the county and they are interested in 
supporting early learning efforts.  They have invited FVRL to become a voting member 
of the Network. 



 
Professional Involvement 
 
Jacquelyn and I participated in statewide library task force this summer.  The group was 
charged with determining strategies for public library involvement in early learning at the 
state level.  Public libraries provide a wide range of early learning services at the local 
level, but, to date, there has been no state-based planning or coordination of efforts 
among libraries.  The committee report and recommendations will be sent to public 
library directors in September.  
 
 



Foundation Director’s Report 
Prepared by Rick Smithrud 

September 11, 2006 
 
 
2006 Authors & Illustrators Dinner 
FVRL Foundation is selling tables and tickets for its annual Authors & Illustrators Dinner 
on Thursday, October 5, 2006.  The 2006 dinner and silent auction will be held at the 
Hilton Vancouver Washington.  The featured speaker will be children’s illustrator and 
author Mark Ludy.  We would appreciate any help you can give in “talking up” the 
dinner.  Many of our ticket buyers hear about the dinner from friends or co-workers.  If 
you would like to host a table or know someone who would, please call Casandra 
Franzen at 360-699-8846 and reserve tickets or a table as soon as possible.    We are still 
looking for additional silent auction items. 
   
Starbucks Grant Submitted 
FVRL Foundation recently submitted a grant application to the Starbucks Foundation.  Our 
proposal outlines a request for $19,000, which will assist FVRL District and the FVRL 
Foundation in providing books, writing journals, and .2 FTE in staff time to facilitate book 
discussions and writing projects with teen inmates at the Clark County Juvenile Detention 
Center.  The book discussion group project will be conducted in collaboration with the 
Juvenile Detention Center’s School Program.  As part of the grant, employees of the 
Starbucks store at Esther Short Park will participate in the book discussion groups.     
 
2007 FVRL Bookmark Contest Sponsors Needed 
FVRL Foundation is looking for five generous sponsors to help underwrite the cost of 
FVRL’s 2007 Bookmark Contest.  Each sponsor will contribute approximately $2,000 to 
receive donor recognition on 67,000 bookmark contest applications and 99,000 bookmarks 
that are printed showcasing the winning entries.  If you know of a company or individual 
that would like to be a bookmark contest sponsor, please contact Rick Smithrud at 360-
906-2323. 
 
2006 Fabulous Furniture Raffle 
The Foundation has started selling 2006 Fabulous Furniture Raffle tickets.  The raffle 
tickets are $1 each.  The winner of the raffle will receive a $1,000 gift certificate to 
Koplan’s Home Furnishings.  The winning ticket will be drawn at the Friends of Three 
Creeks Book Sale at the Three Creeks branch on Saturday, December 9th at 1 p.m.  
Proceeds from the raffle will support FVRL Summer Reading programs.  The Foundation 
is looking for raffle ticket sellers as well as buyers.  If you are interested in buying or 
selling some tickets, please call Casandra at 699-8846. 
 
Battle Ground Library Building Campaign 
The Foundation is continuing to work on printed materials that support the Battle Ground 
library Building Campaign.  Scott Collard, principal at J.S. Collard Design, is providing his 
design services as a donation to the campaign.  
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Community Libraries Report 
For August 2006 

 
 
PROGRAMS & SERVICES 
 
Á La Center held their last Concert on the Lawn, which was actually moved inside the 

library due to the 90-plus degree weather. People brought their lawn chairs and picnic 
lunches and enjoyed the program – Phil and Vivian Williams -- with the added 
convenience of air conditioning.   

Á The weather could not have been more beautiful for Goldendale’s annual ice cream 
social, which ended up drawing well over 400 people to the front lawn.  A perfect 72 
degrees made the free ice cream, cake and watermelon taste superb. The band played old 
favorites as children played on the lawn. Naomi Fisher met Delos and Melinda Reno who 
have donated ice cream from Reno’s Pizza Parlor for several years. They were able to 
attend the event for the first time because they’ve recently retired.  They’d always had to 
work evenings and had never seen what joy their donations brought.  They were 
extremely impressed with the event and said they will not miss another.  

Á White Salmon had a new record for toddler storytime attendance on Aug. 9th with 112 (!) 
toddlers & moms joining Heidi Henning for a rousing session of songs, stories and finger 
plays.  There were a number of new families who had heard about the program from 
GorgeKids.com, a website on which the branch has started posting kid-related library 
events.    

Á Goldendale’s Summer Concert series wrapped up with a concert by Jack Roberts enjoyed 
by about 100 people.  Jack has a local following and helps promote the library’s Song 
Circle program and other music-related events. 

Á La Center had their second Summer Read: The Five People you Meet in Heaven.  Staff 
members enjoyed doing an evening discussion group in addition to the daytime group.  
They’re finding that a second, later discussion group enables more people to attend.  

Á Woodland made one of its four Internet computers a 15-minute express station to provide 
computer access for people with short-use needs. 

 
SUMMER READING 
 
Á Over 500 children and their parents attended Battle Ground’s Border Collies program on 

August 2. Marvin Case photographed the event for the following week’s Reflector. 

Á Participants at Stevenson’s “Summer Reading for Grownups” enjoyed a discussion about 
“Mercy, Unbound”, a young adult novel by Kim Antieau that explores anorexia. (Kim, 
who lives in Stevenson, is also a FVRL collection selector). Friends members helped 
publicize the event by distributing the program flyer to the local health department and 
clinic; nurses and receptionists at the two agencies also spread the word among their 
clients. 
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Á The Summer Literacy Academy at Sarah J. Anderson serves 350 elementary students 
who need additional attention to reading and language skills. Each of the students 
received a Summer Reading packet and nearly all ended the summer with at least one 
incentive (prize) for their reading efforts. The Site Leader and Gwen Scott-Miller (Three 
Creeks) stamped their reading logs and gave certificates and rewards at the closing 
ceremonies. 

 
YOUNG ADULTS 
 
Á Did you know a Lava Lamp can be made with empty water bottles, food colors, Alka 

Seltzer and vegetable oil?  On August 2nd, La Center Summer School Students came to 
the library to make their own Lava Lamp. The Summer School folks are always excited 
about Jen Swingruber’s creative ideas and this was no exception -- everyone had a great 
time. 

Á Battle Ground’s Teen Open Mic and Game Night was attended by a group of enthusiastic 
teens who started the evening with board games and were eventually drawn to the 
karaoke machine. They ended up having so much fun with karaoke singing they didn’t 
want to go home at the end of the evening! 

Á Washougal’s teen anime group met August 11. They had a DVD to watch, but it turned 
out they just wanted to talk about manga and anime, eat popcorn, and socialize. 

 
COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
 
Á Gwen Scott-Miller (Three Creeks) presented book talks on teen fiction to 35 students of 

Prof. Stevens’ English 323 (WSU-V). The class met in the library’s meeting room, 
checked out materials, and toured the library.   

Á Children and parents from Sprouting Seeds School and Columbia Kids Preschool came to 
the Battle Ground library for a recognition ceremony.  They presented their $73.14 
contribution for the building fund to the Friends of the Library. They raised the money by 
having a lemonade stand on the parade route of the Harvest Days parade. The children, 
aged 4 to 9, also participated in a brainstorming session about what they would like to 
have in the new library.  Their ideas included a bigger children’s room, movies, a statue 
of a book, a fireplace, and cozy nooks. 

Á Jackie Spurlock (Battle Ground) attended an open house at City Hall Council Chambers 
to participate in planning for the central Main Street redevelopment. 

Á Karin Ford (Vancouver) attended a City of Vancouver-sponsored meeting with city 
planning expert Bill Hudnut of the Urban Land Institute. 

Á Westfield Shopping Mall held their second annual Pirate’s Day.  Vancouver Mall 
participated by having a craft table and offering a story time while kids were waiting for 
the results of a costume contest. 
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Á Cascade Park visited Mountain View and Evergreen high school’s 9th grade registrations. 
They had a display, offered candy, gave out library cards, and spoke about their YAAB 
program. They heard a lot of positive comments from parents about the prospect of a new 
east side library.   

Á Teresa Torres (Cascade Park) and Barbara Meisenheimer (Vancouver Mall) were 
squeezed into the agenda for the new teacher orientation.  They used flyers from the 
educator’s reception last winter to introduce the connections we can make between the 
schools and the public library. 

Á Ridgefield patron Doug Staples was quoted and pictured in an Oregonian article on the 
library. His suggestions for mystery titles have been helpful to the library and he’s also 
often shared his knowledge as an architect to help with questions pertaining to the 
Community Center. 

Á Mike Jansen (Three Creeks) attended a Woodland Chamber of Commerce meeting (in his 
role as interim Woodland manager) and heard a speaker from the Evergreen Freedom 
Foundation. 

Á On August 19 the “Covering Kids Health Fair” was held in the parking lot of the Camas 
Grocery Outlet Store. The program is coordinated by the East County Family Center. The 
Washougal library, along with other community groups, passed out information, chatted 
with people, and provided an activity for kids. The Friends of the Washougal Library 
sponsored a performance by Albert Alter, a clown. Alter stayed after his performance and 
continued to entertain fair goers with his antics, magic, and juggling. 

Á Nancy Sawrey (Washougal) attended the Washougal Citizens’ Advisory Board meeting 
for the new city complex. 

Á Naomi Fisher (Goldendale) gave a presentation at the Chamber Forum.  She focused on 
the library as a community showpiece, as a draw for new residents and tourists, and as an 
example of good customer service.  Naomi noted: “the Chamber Forum is a good way to 
get in touch with some folks that I don’t often reach in my usual PR and outreach 
efforts.” 

 
EXHIBITS & DISPLAYS 
 
Á Goldendale hung a new art show which will be on display through mid-September. There 

are numerous paintings by Marion Newton, a talented local artist, with subject matter 
ranging from portraits to buildings to landscapes. Well over 120 people viewed the art in 
the first week alone. 

 
STAFF 
Á There have been quite a few staff changes recently with people being promoted and a few 

leaving the district.  An example: Vancouver Mall now has almost all of their open 
positions filled.  Training new staff and new substitutes has started.    All staff have 
pitched in and been very flexible during this busy time.   



Community Libraries Report, August, 2006   4 

Á Nancy Slote, King Country Library System, spoke to Information Services staff about 
KCLS’ experiences with “roving reference”. 

Á White Salmon Library has its own Iron Woman! Staff members are very proud of Libby 
Larsell, who completed the “Ironman Canada” triathlon for her birthday in late August. 

Á Brigitte Mucci (Vancouver), Sam Wallin (Vancouver), Chris Hughey (Stevenson / North 
Bonneville) and Barbra Meisemheimer (Vancouver Mall) attended the Pacific Northwest 
Library Association (PNLA) conference in Eugene. 

Á Interviewing candidates for the Woodland and La Center branch librarian positions began 
in August. 

Á Jackie Spurlock (Battle Ground) was on the front page of the Reflector in an article about 
her June trip to Iran.   

 
 

BOOKMOBILES 
 
Á Staff for all three bookmobiles held their annual planning and information-sharing 

meeting at Stevenson, facilitated by Lynne Minnick (Vancouver). 

Á Bookmobiles made appearances at the Klickitat county fair and at parades.   

 
VOLUNTEERS 
 
Á Stevenson Library neighbor and patron Gordon Carlson volunteered to trim and shape the 

overgrown trees and shrubs. The landscape looks beautiful. 
 
 
LITERACY & ESL 
 
Á August was a very busy month for the Vancouver Conversation Circle, with 89 adults 

and 46 children attending the five sessions.  The circle is growing in popularity and 
attracted students on break from Clark College ESL classes. 

 
FRIENDS 
 
Á The Friends of Stevenson Community Library held a very successful book sale at the 

Skamania County Fair (their first sale at the fair). The booth was well organized and 
decorated to look like a bookstore. The Friends handed out library literature and library 
card applications, and estimated a net profit of $800. 

Á Ridgefield Friends are developing a colorful membership letter and will send it to a wider 
geographic area then in the past, with a focus on several areas of new development. 

Á Battle Ground Friends purchased old wooden chairs that were replaced in the library with 
new ones purchased from the Swift grant.  Battle Ground Art Alliance members and 
others are decorating the chairs that will then be displayed in local businesses (for a 
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donation to the building fund) this autumn.  The chairs will be auctioned at the Ben 
Franklin Birthday Bash.  (Save the date – January 20th at The Cedars) 

Á Battle Ground Friends are doing a fundraiser with Dream Dinners, a dinner preparation 
business in Hazel Dell and Cascade Park.  Friends receive a percentage of the price when 
they are mentioned along with purchase of a dinner package. 

Á Woodland Friends added two new members who decided to join while attending the 
public interview for the branch librarian position. 

 
FACILITIES 
 
Á Facilities staff replaced the counter top for White Salmon’s circulation desk.  The new 

top looks great—staff and patrons alike complemented the refreshed look.  

Á The Lions Club completed painting the exterior of the Ridgefield Library. The sign will 
be re-hung soon and new awnings will go up. Facilities had the restrooms and hall 
painted in the same color scheme as the library. 

Á Entek removed and cleaned all the heating/air units at Cascade Park.  This should help 
make the library more livable until a new one is built. 

Á Facilities staff members were busy in Stevenson.  The gas company, while preparing to 
install pipe for the new gas furnace, drilled through three irrigation pipes and damaged 
other piping.  Facilities mended broken pipes and are working on getting the whole 
system functional again. 

 
DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS 
 
Á When Dorothy Harris, a lifelong Battle Ground resident, passed away her family 

requested that donations in her memory be made to the Battle Ground Library building 
fund. Over $500 has been donated. 

Á SDS Lumber Co. donated a load of woodchips to replenish the landscaping walkway on 
the south side of the White Salmon Library. (SDS also donated the original woodchips 
when the garden was created.) 

TIDBITS 
 

Á A group of Battle Ground Library supporters, aged 0-80, met for a group photo shoot 
under the sign at the site of the new library. Folks in the photo were reading, visiting, 
sitting, standing, and milling about. The photo caption read: “We can hardly wait for our 
new library!” 

Á As Tove Stocks (White Salmon) came into the library recently a boy of about 10 years 
old stopped her and asked if she worked at the library. When she said she did, he 
responded, “The library rocks!” 
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Á Columbian reporter Pauline Ek asked Battle Ground patrons: “What are you reading this 
summer?”  Four people of different ages were featured with their answers in the 
“Neighbors Speak Out” column. 

Á After being featured in an article on crafts used in home decor in the Columbian late in 
July, Ridgefield’s Stitchery Group switched their focus to baby-related items to surprise a 
group member with a baby shower during their regular meeting. The grandmother-to-be 
is also a member of the group and managed to keep everything a surprise. Several active 
Friends are also members of the Stitchery Group. 

Á  A recent quote from a young child’s mom as he was crying on his way out the White 
Salmon Library door:  “My son would rather be at the library than any other place—
including the park and Wal-Mart.  The library is his favorite place in the world.” 

 

 




