
FORT VANCOUVER REGIONAL LIBRARY DISTRICT 
Board of Trustees Public Meeting 

 
September 12, 2005 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Jerry King called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. at Vancouver 
Community Library.  He moved the meeting immediately into executive session 
to discuss Union negotiations.  Executive session ended at 4:55 p.m. with no 
action taken and King reconvened the regular meeting at 6:02 p.m. 

 
2. PRESENT 

Chair Jerry King presiding.  Board members: Jack Burkman, Marilyn Butler, 
Jerry King, Merle Koplan and Karen Peterson.  Staff attending included:  Bruce 
Ziegman, Executive Director; Patty Duitman, Operations Director; Doreen 
Turpen, District Resources Director; Sue Vanlaanen, Communications Director; 
Mary Devlin, Community Libraries Director; and Becky Pettigrew, recording. 

 
Other staff and citizens attending:  Brian & Jason Fitzgerald, Melinda Chesbro, 
Rick Smithrud, Margaret Ellis, Mary Jane Borman, Tom Taylor, Cynthia Ernst 
and Shirley Anderson. 

 
3. AGENDA 

The agenda was approved as presented.   
 
4. MINUTES 

The minutes of the August 8, 2005 meeting were approved as emailed.   
 

5. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
On behalf of the Board, King thanked Friends of Vancouver Community Library 
for the wonderful meal they provided prior to the meeting.   

 
6. CITIZEN COMMENTS 

Mr. Fitzgerald said that he and his son came to observe the meeting as part of a 
Boy Scout project that involves citizenship participation in the community.  King 
thanked them for attending. 
 

7. BUSINESS 
 

A. Expenditure Approval 
MOTION:  Karen Peterson moved and Marilyn Butler seconded approval of the 
accounts payable, payroll and payroll payables as presented.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
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B. Three Creeks Library Capital Facility Area Expenditure Approval 
MOTION:  Karen Peterson moved and Marilyn Butler seconded approval of the 
Three Creeks Library Capital Facility Area expenditures.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

C. Union Contract Ratification 
King reported that Union negotiations were discussed in executive session.  
He said the board feels they have a good contract proposal.  Past practice 
is for the Union to complete its vote first. The board decided to continue 
this practice and so ratification was tabled until the October meeting. 
 

8. REPORTS 
 

A. Sirsi Catalog Presentation 
Reference Coordinator Tom Taylor gave a demonstration of the library 
district’s new Sirsi Catalog that will be available beginning Sept. 23.  It 
replaces the district’s 14-year-old computer system that displays and keeps 
track of more than 750,000 volumes in the library collection.  
 
The Catalog offers several new features in a user-friendly, Web-based 
environment. Searching methods in the new Catalog include “Find it 
Fast,” which has icons you click on for quick predefined searches.  Added 
content includes book cover images, summaries, first chapters, tables of 
contents, reviews, and links to more data.  The library can create reading 
lists in the Catalog; for example, books for children by grade level or a 
reading list that would be useful to a particular school district and 
viewable on specific branch catalogs.  A new feature with the reading lists 
is that when you click on a title it takes you right to that book’s record.   
 
Taylor commended Information Technology Manager Melinda Chesbro 
for her work in modifying the features of the Catalog, such as making the 
buttons and links more user-friendly and descriptive. 
 
The user can create a list of books they are interested in by clicking on a 
book’s “Keep” button; the list remains just during the user’s session.  
Holds can be placed on materials.  A patron only needs to log in once to 
place multiple holds (this was not possible before).  Taylor demonstrated 
how to renew books, check patron information and access the new ILLiad 
interlibrary loan system. 
 
Koplan asked about the default for holds.  Chesbro said that for each 
branch, the default is to pick up the material at that location.  Staff will 
need to work on the default option for people who access the Catalog via 
the Web.  
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Taylor demonstrated how to limit a search to DVDs and CDs as well as 
finding the order of a series of books by linking into NoveList.  Ziegman 
said that in the future, we plan to incorporate our other electronic 
subscription databases into the Catalog, so that one search would produce 
library materials, magazine full text, and other content from the databases.   
Links to bestseller lists are on the first page of the Catalog so that they are 
easily found.   
 
The board expressed its amazement at the new Catalog and said that it 
looks great.  Koplan thanked library staff for doing the conversion in such 
as way as to not inconvenience patrons with more than a one-day closure. 
 
Ziegman asked Taylor to explain the “Tell Me When” feature.  This 
feature allows the Catalog to email you when new books on a particular 
subject or by a specific author become available, so you can go into the 
Catalog and place holds.  Koplan said this would tell us what our patrons 
want and allow us to be responsive. 
 

B. Sirsi Implementation 
Chesbro gave an update on Sirsi implementation.  She explained the 
process for data transfer and system setup.   
 
Staff training is almost completed.  A total of 29 classes were conducted 
with 228 staff and substitutes attending.  There were also 25 intermediate 
classes with 144 staff attending.  Circulation supervisors are doing training 
for their staff. 
 
Sue Vanlaanen’s written report contains information about the public 
relations the library is doing for the new catalog. 
 
Chesbro explained the timeline of final migration steps: 
y On Sept. 16, the library will be turning off several features, including 

holds, renewals and patron access to their records.  We will stop 
producing overdue notices, too.  These will start up again with the new 
catalog.  Dialup access will be turned off permanently, as Sirsi doesn’t 
offer this access.  Sunday evening is final extract of data from Dynix.   

y Branches will begin circulating materials using an offline system on 
Sept. 19 and books will not be checked in until after we go live on the 
new system.   

y On Sept. 22, all libraries will be closed to the public.  At that time, we 
will check transactions, especially the holds to make sure they transfer.  
We will do a system backup, then upload offline transactions before 
we check books in.   

y On Sept. 23 the libraries will re-open with the new Catalog. 
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Chesbro said the library bought several other packages from Sirsi, 
including “Rooms.”  Rooms ties the Catalog to the Web site.  Within each 
part of our Web site, we would have links that allow database and Catalog 
searches.   
 
It was noted that the new Catalog we see on Sept. 23 is just a starting point 
with Sirsi.  As we get feedback from staff and the public, we will be able 
to customize it further so that it’s even better with time. 
 
King said it sounds like we’ve made great progress and it’s going well.  
He asked about training for the public.  Chesbro said that Catalog guides 
are being printed.  District Information Services employees are eager to 
get back to doing training.  Ziegman said the public service staff would be 
well trained to help patrons directly with their use.  Koplan asked about 
the staff’s stress level and Chesbro said employees are doing well. 
 

C. Branch News 
Mary Devlin’s written report is attached.  Devlin said branch staff has 
been busy all month getting trained and practicing for the new system.  
She introduced Vancouver Community Librarian Karin Ford. 
 
Ford introduced Friends of Vancouver Community Library members who 
were present.  She thanked the Friends for their support and noted their 
October 15-16 book sale.  Ford reported on activities of the Vancouver 
library.  The main library receives an average of 1,500 visitors per day.  
Checkouts have remained fairly consistent at about 1.2 million items per 
year.  Employees handle about 6,500 items each day.  Ford expects 
Library Hall will be filled with books during the week we switch to the 
new Catalog, as we will not be able to check in books.   
 
The Interlibrary Loan department began use of its new system, ILLiad, 
last week.  This system allows staff to do all their work electronically 
rather than using a paper system.  Patrons will be able to track their 
requests and communicate with staff more easily.  Burkman asked if we 
expect an increase in Interlibrary Loan activity with better access.  Ford 
said there is a new limit of 10 active requests per person at one time.  Due 
to this, she said she would be surprised if we experience a very large 
increase in overall requests. 
 
Ford also noted the diversity of those visiting the library.  There are all 
ages, from retired folks to young kids.  People come from many different 
ethnic origins and staff hears a number of languages spoken. Many people 
come to do research, check their email or apply for jobs using the Internet 
(some employers only allow you to apply online).  The library answers 
250-300 reference questions per day at the Info Desk and Telephone 
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Information combined.  She praised her staff for being patient and treating 
every patron respectfully. 
 
The weekly conversation circles continue to be well attended.  Participants 
represent a growing list of countries.  Volunteers facilitate the discussions 
and provide activities for the children.   
 
Children and families use the main library a great deal.  Youth Services 
staff have focused on literacy with such programs as Bonkers for Books 
for ages 6-9 and Discussion Junction for ages 9-12 with parents.  Teens 
are more difficult to attract to book groups; the staff will be trying out a 
Science Fiction and Fantasy group and a writing program for teens. 
 
Ford read aloud feedback she received from a patron who was in the main 
library for an hour and observed staff doing a great job. 
 
King thanked Ford for her interesting report and said he is really proud of 
our library.   
 

D. FVRL Foundation Update 
Smithrud’s written report is attached.  Smithrud brought in a bronze leaf 
sculpture “table” that was designed by artist Doren Keith and was donated 
for the FVRL Foundation dinner auction. 
 

9. DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Ziegman reported that he has been working on the library’s information campaign 
for the election.  We will be able to place a sign at the Firstenburg Center noting 
that it is the site of the proposed library for east Vancouver.  Also, staff members 
are doing informational presentations in the community over next few months.   
 
Ziegman said he is very proud to be a member of Rotary, is proud of what Rotary 
does and that they recognize the value of the library in the community.  The 
Vancouver Rotary Foundation has given $16,000 for the library’s “Hello, Baby!” 
bags.  This is our second partnership with them; the first partnership is the books 
they present each week to the library in honor of that week’s Rotary speaker. 
 
The library co-hosted a Candidates Forum in Library Hall last week with the 
League of Women Voters.  The panel included C-TRAN and primary candidates.  
There were 40-50 audience members in the room, along with the panel and CVTV 
filming it, and the room was completely full.   Ziegman expressed his 
disappointment that so few citizens could attend due to the small size of the room 
and noted that that this is the largest space the library district has for programs. 
 

10. CITIZEN COMMENTS 
None. 
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11. BOARD COMMENTS 
Butler gave recognition to the great effort of staff.  She commended everyone for 
what appears so far to be a smooth transition.  Ziegman added that the library is 
working on several big projects right now, including migration to a new 
automated system, strategic planning and a bond measure.   
 
Regarding training in the use of the new Catalog, King said that he sees it’s really 
important for staff to be trained first. 
 
Peterson asked if there were any coordinated efforts in the library field related to 
Hurricane Katrina.  Chesbro said that the American Library Association Web site 
is a central information point for libraries, including the status of library 
collections and buildings.  Turpen added that the Washington State Library is 
providing information via email to various listservs.  
 

12. NEXT REGULAR MEETING 
The next regular meeting will be on Monday, October 10, 6:00 p.m. at Stevenson 
Community Library.   

 
13. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 7:08 p.m. 
 

These minutes were approved at the October 10, 2005 meeting 
 



more than last year.  The prize distribution indicates that children were actually reading and that 
they returned to the library. 
 
Fall brings the annual Tales of Terror Short Story Contest.  This is the 7th year for this program.  
The culmination party will be held in White Salmon this year. 
 
District Support: 
The “Hello, Baby!” program is very popular and the response exceeded our expectations.  A 
second order of bags is in the works, ahead of our original schedule.  This time there will be bags 
available for Spanish speaking families.  The board books and the Read to Your baby brochure 
will be in Spanish.  We are also very pleased that the Vancouver Rotary Foundation is 
supporting the program.  This will help us meet the demand we have experienced. 
 
Jacquelyn conducted a survey of partners who have assisted with distribution of the bags.  Here 
are some of the comments we received: 
 
From partners: 

• “The bags are met with great big smiles.  It makes it very enjoyable to be able to spread 
more news about the importance of early reading.” 

• “My experience has been a positive one from the mothers I serve on maternity support 
services.  I teach about brain growth and development, including the importance of 
reading and these bags help to promote my teachings.” 

• “Clients really like them & get excited about reading” 
 
From parents: 

• “Nice, useful, I will utilize the library, my baby likes looking at the faces of the babies.” 
• “When my older boys were babies, it never crossed my mind to read to them before they 

could talk – as infants.” 
• “I’m excited about using these books with my new infant from the start.  I’ve even read 

them to him already and he hasn’t yet been born” 
• “My other children are getting excited about sharing the time reading to the baby as well.  

It’s great to see them so excited.” 
 
Trish continued her branch visits this month with trips to Woodland, LaCenter, Ridgefield, and 
Vancouver Mall.  She uses these visits to review the YA collections and to discuss 
issues/concerns branch staff have with regard to teen services.   
 
Other: 
 
“A Conversation with some of Clark County’s Cultural Communities” is scheduled for Tuesday, 
September 13th at the library.  Jacquelyn had an instrumental role in putting this program 
together with other SELF partners. 
 
Trish concluded a several-week commitment as the primary contact for a summer intern.  Under 
Trish’s direction this intern saw several aspects of teen services and also had a chance to observe 
a wide range of library functions.   
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Community Libraries Report 
For August 2005  

 
 
PROGRAMS 
 
� The last of White Salmon’s three-part Book Discussion Group on the Middle East was 

held on Saturday, August 27. This popular topic has drawn about 20 people to each 
session. Discussion was lively and the volunteer leader, Diane Allen, provided 
fascinating insights. Diane also made their final gathering particularly engaging by 
encouraging participants to share potluck dishes from recipes out of a book they’d 
discussed earlier and by inviting an Iranian, Mustafa Mandi, to join the group. 

� Adding to the fun of Summer Reading, La Center and Woodland staff engaged in 
friendly competition for teen signups. Despite Woodland’s early lead, the final result was 
a tie – everybody wins! They celebrated with a combined LC/ WD staff night out at 
Woodland’s Los Pepes restaurant. 

� Cascade Park’s book discussion group this past month had their usual 18 to 20 people, 
ranging in age from early 30’s to early 80’s, and with widely varying backgrounds. They 
discussed Reading Lolita in Tehran by Azar Nafisi. Many of the people expressed a 
strong dislike for the book, and several admitted they didn’t or couldn’t finish the book. 
Nevertheless there was a passionate discussion ranging from the rights of women in any 
culture, to intellectualism, to what makes a book a classic. Normal discussions last about 
an hour, but this discussion lasted 90 minutes, only ending because they were overstaying 
their time at their meeting location (a retirement center). As everyone walked out, Teresa 
Torres (Cascade Park) could still hear people talking in groups of two’s and three’s about 
the book. Several people stopped to say how much they enjoyed the evening and the book 
group.  

� Three Creeks held two summer reading programs in August, BJ the Clown and Henrik 
Bothe.  Many children and their parents came to both programs.  

 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
 
� Naomi Fisher (Goldendale) spoke on the KLCK “Klickitat AM” radio program. She 

promoted the library and talked about changes to the borrowing policy and about ILLIad, 
the new online interlibrary loan system.  

� Ann O'Reilly (Ridgefield) worked in the Lions Club Food Booth at the Clark County 
Fair, joining volunteers from many other groups the Lions support throughout the year. 
As a bonus, she got a couple useful tips from one of the teen volunteers; as a result, 
they’re exploring the idea of placing some of their flyers in the high school restrooms.  

� Kim Carroll (Vancouver Mall) has already begun visiting schools. She has been to 
Pioneer and Walnut Grove during their Open House, giving out Library cards and 
information about the Library and up-coming programs. One family from Walnut Grove 
attended all of our Summer Reading programs and told Kim, “They were a blast. You 
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guys do such a great job!” Another Walnut Grove family said, “Oh, we use the library all 
the time. We love the library in the Mall. It’s so nice and everyone is so friendly.” Kim 
has scheduled more schools visits for September and Barbra has scheduled visits to 
Heritage High School. 

� Phase one of the La Center Housing Development has been completed, resulting in many 
new patrons in the library this summer. Many of the children are becoming library 
regulars and their parents comment on how great it is that the library is within walking 
distance. It is great to see the library as a destination place for family walks. 

� Salmon Creek Interchange Project, a joint project of Clark County and the Washington 
State Department of Transportation, held an open house at the Three Creeks branch that 
was well attended by community members. The project has put a display in the library 
that includes flyers for community members. 

� Sean McGill (Washougal) joined other organizations at the Children’s Health Fair 
August 13. While promoting the library and its services, he also provided materials for 
kids to make dinosaur masks and passed out pencils to children (which were provided by 
their Friends group). Even at such a late date, he signed up teens and children for 
Summer Reading. 

� Stevenson hosted several different community group meetings including a 4-H 
performing arts group concert, a new history group, and a community forum on local 
development concerns. 

� The La Center Middle School Associated Student Body (ASB) Advisor contacted the La 
Center library to arrange a time to have her class visit the library; she mentioned that 
there is a competition between all middle school classes to see which class gets the most 
students registered for library cards. The teachers want their students to utilize the public 
library on a regular basis, using it to enhance their school library. The ASB goal is for 
350 students to visit the library and register for cards in the month of October. 

� Chris Hughey (Stevenson / North Bonneville) met with the North Bonneville City 
Council to report on library use.  The Council is very happy with the regular afternoon 
hours and the increased library usage. 

� The Mount Norway Children’s Theatre performed Anne of Green Gables in the 
Washougal Community Room for the seniors in the SNAP program and for other patrons. 
The Washougal Friends provided roses for the actors. Approximately 80 people viewed 
the play -- a huge success!  

� Tina Smith (Vancouver), Doreen Turpen, and Karin Ford (Vancouver) staffed the 
“Authors’ Tent” at the Celebrate Freedom Salute to World War II and other veterans in 
late August. Five local and national authors gave talks about their books and another 
eight were available for book signings. 

� Heidi Henning and Tove Stocks (White Salmon) drove the Goldendale bookmobile in the 
annual Trout Lake parade.  They heard some new community members remark on how 
pleased they were to learn they had library service in Trout Lake. 
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STAFF 
 

• The main focus in branches this month has been Sirsi-related, learning how the new 
system works and preparing for migration.  Stevenson Library’s gallery, in its dual role as 
a new computer training lab, was the site for Sirsi training for the up-river staff.  

 
� Woodland’s Acting Community Librarian (Anna Johnson) finished her stay at the branch 

on August 31. Anna has returned to a part-time position at Mt Hood Community College, 
but will continue to substitute for FVRL. She enjoyed working in Woodland and getting 
to know the staff and community, and felt welcomed and appreciated throughout her 
three-month stay. 

� Abigail Elder, VCL Circulation Manager, has resigned effective September 29. She has 
accepted a position as a Central Library Administrator for Multnomah County Library. 

� Kim Carroll, Vancouver Mall Assistant Librarian, will be leaving FVRL the end of 
September. 

 
BOOKMOBILES 
 
� Abigail Elder (Vancouver) arranged a meeting in Stevenson for district bookmobile staff.  

The group shared ideas, common concerns, and solutions.   

� Skamania Bookmobile staff made extra effort to serve summer schools and outlying 
patrons due to mechanical troubles and a failed air conditioner. With temperatures over 
100 degrees some runs had to be cut short, and staff members made trips by car to 
schools to pick up the last materials from summer sessions. Some problems are now fixed 
and the rest will be shortly.  

 
FACILITIES 
 

• Facilities staff completed work on the Stevenson bookmobile driveway area.   
 

• The automatic doors at Three Creeks have bigger buttons and there are larger, clearer 
signs on the front doors indicating automatic opening.  This was in response to 
recommendations for improving accessibility from Elders in Action. 

 
 

LITERACY & ESL 
 
� Amy Lee arranged for all of the Clark County English Conversation Circle volunteers to 

meet together for the first time to share resources and ideas and to generally get to know 
each other better.  

 
• Nettie Pullella-Barca invited Jackie Spurlock (Battle Ground) to a surprise baby shower 

for one of Nettie’s conversation circle members from El Salvador.  Jackie reported: 
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It is very moving to see the bond this group has formed, especially after hearing 
the horror stories some of them have lived through.  They are from all over the 
world, and have varying levels of English, yet they care deeply about each other 
and love to share their food, child raising, and customs.  The party was spirited, 
with laughter and small children everywhere, yet laced with quiet moments.  It 
was one woman’s first day there, and she was shy and spoke almost no English.  
The group enfolded her right into the circle. 

 
 
FRIENDS 
 
� Goldendale’s highlight for August is the Friends’ Annual Ice Cream Social. There was a 

fabulous turnout this year – nearly 400 people – due in part to the near-perfect weather. 
Members of the Foundation Board came up with Rick Smithrud for a tour of the branch 
and to enjoy the social. Goldendale visitors came to the social as well. In the week 
afterward there were a number of glowing reviews, including one letter to the editor and a 
phone call to the local radio talk show.  

� The Friends of the Cascade Park Library held their annual summer book sale. Usually 
they only sell paperback fiction and reserve the rest of the books for their winter book 
sale, but there were so many donations their storage unit was full. They decided to try to 
sell all the books, and it worked.  They also gave out popsicles (accepting donations) and 
had a musician perform. People from the Citizens for Better Libraries PAC informed 
people about the bond measure.  

� The Battle Ground Friends have a “blog” at their website, www.bgcfriends.com, arranged 
by secretary Kate Mueller-Wille. It is intended to be an avenue for community members 
to give input regarding the new building. 

� Most of the Cascade Park Friends officers, other Friends, Teresa Torres, and Ryan Ellis 
took a hard hat tour of the Firstenberg Community Center led by Vicki Vanneman.  
Everyone is both enthusiastic and hopeful that the library will be relocating there soon. 

� Three Creeks Friends held an ice cream social in early August. 

� An article in the August 17th Reflector reported that “New Battle Ground library gaining 
support” and “$50,000 pledged so far toward goal”.  The article also listed the 24 
Cornerstone pledges to date (of $1,000 each).   

� Battle Ground Friends received an endorsement of the Capital Campaign from Laura 
Bush.  

� Volunteer Lisa Packard organized a Friends of the Battle Ground Library booth at the 
Covering Kids Health Fair at the North Clark County Family Resource Center on 
Saturday August 20. She had information about the Friends’ new library project, and had 
about 100 crafts leftover from our story times for children to work on. The following is 
an excerpt from Lisa’s report on the event: 

The fair was awesome! We got tons of exposure. We had about 200-300 people 
stop by our booths. All the crafts were taken. We actually didn't have enough. I 
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had them do bookmarks there at the booth and they liked that. I would do it again 
next year in a heartbeat! In fact, if you ever have a grant where you can give free 
books away, this would be the place to do it.  

 

DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS 
 

• The Battle Ground library project is one of the SW Washington Community Foundation’s 
top six projects. 

 
 

TIDBITS 
 
� A Washougal patron who was new to the Internet and computers needed to fill out 

several forms online. He became quite frustrated when the computer would not act the 
way he expected. All three regular staff worked with him, and he stopped by the library 
later to thank the staff for their help. He said that without the help from the library, he 
would not have been able to complete the online forms. 

� Cascade Park had a more crowded than usual situation recently on a story time morning. 
About 35 children were doing the craft project.  Since there’s no room for tables they 
were hunched over the floor with crayons and glue sticks spread out. With the children, 
the parents, the strollers, the crayons, the books, etc—one half of the library was 
occupied. If you were an adult wanting to look at cookbooks or business plans, you had 
to pick your way carefully across the floor. Meanwhile the parking lot became 
completely blocked because a policeman had pulled someone over. Two police cars and 
the detainee’s car blocked the completely full lot. Everyone was good-natured about the 
inability to leave, but it did add to the chaos and confusion of a busy morning. 

 



FVRL Board Report 
Sue Vanlaanen, Communications Director 
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Next library card design chosen 
 

We received more than 3,000 votes in the selection of the 
next FVRL library card design, with the winning "Design 
A" getting 1,920 votes via online and paper ballots. 
(Design B received a total of 1,311 votes.) Graphics is  
now preparing the image for card production, with 
delivery of the first new cards expected in November. 
 
At the time the new-design cards are available, we'll also 
launch a mini-campaign to encourage current cardholders 
to retain their "vintage" cards rather than replace them. 
 

 

Ushering in the new Catalog with style 
 
In addition to all the technology changes and training to prepare for the Sept. 
22 internal launch of the new Sirsi Catalog, there's a lot going on in Graphics 
to support and communicate the impending changes to the public. Graphics 
developed an appealing open-door-in-a-book icon that appears in all the print 
and electronic "New Catalog" pieces, including door and computer signs, 
flyers that are being stuffed into every book order, five easy-to-use Catalog 
guides for patrons, Web page banners, and "I found it @ the library!" lapel 
stickers. The stickers will be available for staff to wear and to begin handing out to patrons beginning 
Sept. 23 when the public will first be able to explore the new Catalog. 
 
 

Media changes impact library coverage 
 
The two large daily newspapers that serve the district, The Columbian and The Oregonian, both have 
made recent changes that affect FVRL coverage and visibility in their pages.  
 
The Columbian has reassigned longtime library reporter Tom Vogt to another beat, and given library 
coverage responsibilities to Margaret Ellis in addition to her education beat (Margaret previously 
covered north Clark County, including La Center). Margaret recently visited library district offices for 
a demonstration of the new Catalog, and then stayed for a tour of the main library. We're looking 
forward to getting Margaret fully up to speed on with library background information and to enjoying 
the same positive working relationship with her that we had with Tom. 
 
The Oregonian has inexplicably cut back on Clark County inches after several years of  giving The 
Columbian some competition for Clark County coverage. Previously, Clark County and Washington 
state stories appeared on several pages of a zoned Metro section; everyday stories are now squeezed 
into a single Metro front-page column and about half of page 4 Tuesday through Thursday (sharing 
space with stories from elsewhere in Washington state). Big stories out of Clark County may still win a 
spot on page one of the combined Metro section, but will have to compete with Oregon and 
Washington news items. However, we continue to enjoy the attention of the Oreognian's Clark County 
Bureau staff, including reporters Holley Gilbert, Alan Brettman and occasionally Bill Stewart. 



Foundation Director’s Report 
Prepared by Rick Smithrud 

September 12, 2005 
 
 
Authors & Illustrators Dinner 
The 2005 Authors & Illustrators Dinner is just over two weeks away.  So far, 935 tickets 
have been sold.  225 silent auction items have been procured.  50 cases of wine are stored 
in my office.  We are in the process of printing 935 nametags and assembling materials 
for creating 100 centerpieces.  We still need to sell 65 dinner tickets and will accept 
another 25 silent auction donations before this Friday (9/16).  Please help make this year 
another sell out.  
 
Battle Ground Building Campaign 
The Friends of Battle Ground Community Library now have 30 Cornerstones in place.  
The Foundation is finalizing a grant application to the PacifiCorp Foundation for 
Learning for support of the Battle Ground project.  Mallard Landing, a Battle Ground 
area assisted-living center is hosting a pancake breakfast to raise funds for the Battle 
Ground Library on Saturday, September 17. 
 
Vancouver Rotary Foundation Grant 
The Vancouver Rotary Club Foundation has recently awarded a grant of $16,000 to 
FVRL Foundation to assist with the production of approximately 1,600 Hello Baby! book 
bags.  The baby book bags were created as part of an Early Learning Programs project 
developed by FVRL District.  These infant reading kits are extremely successful and are 
being handed out to parents of infants (1 year old or less) within the Library District’s 
service area.  Each kit contains 2 free books, instructions on how to read to infants, 
information about infant brain development, information about FVRL libraries and a 
coupon for 1 more free book that can be redeemed at any FVRL branch or bookmobile. 
 
2005 Fabulous Furniture Raffle 
The Foundation has started selling 2005 Fabulous Furniture Raffle tickets.  The winner of 
the raffle will receive a $1,000 gift certificate to Koplan’s Home Furnishings.  Tickets are 
$1 each.  The winning ticket will be drawn at the Friends of Three Creeks Book Sale at 
the Three Creeks branch on Saturday, December 17th at 1 p.m.  Proceeds from the raffle 
will support FVRL Summer Reading programs.  The Foundation is looking for raffle 
ticket sellers as well as buyers.  If you are interested in helping sell some tickets, please 
call Casandra at 699-8846. 
 
21st Century Bridges Grant 
The Foundation has recently submitted a request for reimbursement for $16,467.72 to 
ESD 112 for payment of its 21st Century Bridges grant.  The Foundation is currently in 
the third year of a 5-year grant award.  These funds are used to support outreach and 
literacy programs for school age children at the Stevenson & Washougal branches. 


