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leakage, I’ve prepared the coup de 
grace for attaining ultimate brain 
expansion. Are you ready? Ok, here 
it is: Wetware: A Computer in Every 
Living Cell by Dennis Bray. If you 
dare, try reading this without your 
helmet, but I warn you that a 
review in Choice Reviews says this 
right up front: “complete 
appreciation of Wetware will 
require a significant biological 
background.”  

Having said that, it appears that 
Mr. Bray wants to reach a larger 
audience than just doctoral 
students of biology, as his writing 
captures both academic and general 
readers alike. The premise of the 
book is revealed in its title. What 
does this mean? Well, if I may 
greatly oversimplify, the author 
proposes that 
a single, living 
cell functions 
like a 
computer. No, 
don’t ask me 
to say more – 
I’m not 
wearing my 
helmet. 

Selector suggestions: 
Sarah: 
• Red Sings from Treetops: A Year in 

Colors by Joyce Sidman 
• Where the Mountain Meets the 

Moon by Grace Lin 
Holly: 
• 33 Million People in the Room by 

Juliette Powell 
• Making Mischief: A Maurice 

Sendak Appreciation by Gregory 
Maguire  

Melinda: 
• The Humongous Book of Geometry 

Problems by W. Michael Kelley 
• Stories in Stone: Travels Through 

Urban Geology by David B. 
Williams 
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Condition Weeding 
We’ve been meeting with branch 

staff to do a periodic review and 
training on condition weeding 
guidelines. The goal of condition 
weeding is to have an attractive, 
appealing collection that is in good 
condition and contains up-to-date 
information. Materials that show 
damage, excessive wear, or contain 
outdated information are less inviting 
to use and may encourage patrons to 
mistreat and abuse materials. 

Materials may be condition weeded 
because of damage, poor condition due 
to normal wear and tear, the item is 
superseded by another edition, out-
dated content and the item does not 
have historical significance (such as 
medical, legal, financial, career, fads, 
and travel books). 

These photos illustrate the types of 
damage that indicate an item should be 
condition-weeded, including 
• Mildew and water damage 
• Pages ripped out 
• Noxious smelling (smoke, gasoline, 

urine) 
• Teeth marks (with exceptions for 

Board Books) 
• Marks in the book — a few scribbles 

in a place where it does not interfere 
with reading the book (such as 
endpapers) are ok.  

• Foreign substances in the book (food, 
gum, blood) 

Collection Management Department — Meg Zaleski 



Date:  October 12, 2009 
To:  Fort Vancouver Regional Library Board of Trustees 
From:  Patty Duitman 
Subject: Operations Report 
 
 
ADMINISTRATION 

 
 Working on the 2010 budget 
 Continue to monitor the 2009 budget 
 Prepared documentation regarding fines for Board workshop 
 Went to Issaquah to participated in the Legislative Planning Committee meeting on 

October 9 
 
ACCOUNTING 

 
 FVRL Accounting Coordinator meet with Clark County Treasurer staff to organize 

the six fund accounts we have with them and resolve some fund balancing issues 
 
FACILITIES 
 

 Completed (68) work orders and (13) special events 
 Cascade Park – working on a revised custodial contract and a staff emergency 

evacuation plan for the new larger library building  
 La Center – tested the fire alarm system 
 Stevenson – installed magazine shelving, replaced a roof drain and working to 

repair the dumbwaiter 
 Woodland – investigating a sewer drain problem 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
 

 The Library’s team “Book-N-It” participated in the Susan G. Komen Race for the 
Cure on September, 20 

 A representative from Washington State Department of Retirement Systems (DRS) 
held a staff information session in Library Hall on planning for retirement 

 Kaiser has agreed to provide free seasonal flu shots to all staff on October 14 at 
Vancouver Library/Operations Center to help provide for a healthier workplace 

 Have scheduled open enrollment sessions throughout the district from mid-October 
to mid-November to inform eligible staff of health benefit changes and options 

 
PURCHASING and MAIL 
 

 Finalizing furniture orders for the new Cascade Park Library where the majority of 
furniture will be installed between October 13 and November 10 

 








