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Ziegman also noted that the district has a new version of its Internet filter and will 
implement it by the end of December.  It has a broad array of categories that we can choose 
to block, including one called “child pornography.”  Ziegman said that the district would 
block this category at all levels, including what has previously been known as “unfiltered.”  
King said that this is illegal material and agreed that it should be blocked.  It was discussed 
how the change would be communicated to the public.  Burkman noted that we didn’t have 
the technical ability to filter it this way before. 
 

11. CITIZEN COMMENTS 
None. 
 

12. BOARD COMMENTS 
Expressions of gratitude were shared with Butler for her service on the board.   
 
Koplan noted that she would be out of town for a period of time but would be reachable by 
telephone and email, and encouraged board members and staff to contact her about 
important issues.  She asked the board to test the filtered Internet computers at the library to 
see how much information on sensitive topics you really do get.  She asked them to also 
search the unfiltered terminals and compare the results.  She also asked the board to re-read 
the Supreme Court decision. 
 
Burkman asked if the board could have a work session separate from a public meeting, when 
no public input would be taken.  King agreed this would be a good idea.  Ziegman said staff 
would prepare some options on the Internet issues and the building issues.  E. Smith 
expressed confusion, as the original topic was just the failed bond measure.  Burkman said 
we have the issue of the failed bond and we have another issue that’s brewed up in written 
emails to us, in testimony and in the newspaper about objectionable material on the Internet.  
He said the board should address the issues brought up by the public. 
 
Burkman asked that a work plan be developed.  Ziegman proposed dealing with the Internet 
issues first, with a discussion at the January meeting.  E. Smith expressed concern about the 
order of the discussions and suggested that the conversation about library facilities take 
place first.  Burkman noted that a decision about a bond measure might be affected by a 
decision about the Internet.  E. Smith said she doesn’t see the urgency in dealing with the 
Internet issue first.  Peterson agreed with having a discussion about the Internet in January, 
but suggested that action on it wait until February so that the board would have time to 
consider the issues more thoroughly.   
 
E. Smith said it would be beneficial for all board members to be present for a discussion and 
decision about the Internet, including Koplan who would be out of town.  Koplan noted that 
there was an editorial in today’s Columbian about Internet filtering that she thinks is a 
reflection of community values.  She said the board could not discuss a future bond measure 
until the Internet issues are resolved.  Peterson said she doesn’t want to make a decision on 
Internet filtering too fast.  Ziegman also expressed strong feelings about the sequence for the 
discussions, as the public has raised concern about library policy in relation to the bond.   
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Peterson suggested and agreement was expressed in having a board discussion about the 
Internet in January with possible decision in February, followed by a discussion about 
library facilities in March.   
 
E. Smith said she feels like tonight the board heard some new things.  She noted that 
comments on the issue of the Internet were heard from Skamania and Klickitat Counties.  
King also noted that half of the people who spoke tonight did not live in the City of 
Vancouver; rather they lived in Camas or other parts of Clark County.  Koplan asked if the 
district has had open public meetings on the Internet issue district-wide?  Ziegman said yes, 
and mixed views were expressed just like tonight. 
 
Bill Yee was welcomed as the new board member to represent Skamania County beginning 
in January.  Yee acknowledged that a broad spectrum of ideas were shared tonight and said 
he looks forward to the challenge of being on the board. 
 

13. NEXT REGULAR MEETING 
The next regular meeting will be on Monday, January 9, 2006 at Washougal Community 
Library.   

 
14. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
 
 

These minutes were approved at the January 9, 2006 Board meeting 
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Community Libraries Report 
For November 2005 

 
PROGRAMS 
 
� Battle Ground celebrated Children’s Book Week on Saturday November 19th, with a 

family program inspired by the artwork of children’s author Jan Brett. Children made 
gingerbread magnets, candy cane holders and other crafts, and enjoyed light snacks.  

� Forum at the Library (Vancouver) co-sponsored a panel program on “Disaster 
Preparedness in Clark County” with InterACT of Clark County. InterACT followed up 
two weeks later with an open community forum (held at WSU-V) for citizens to provide 
feedback to disaster planners. This was the first joint effort with InterACT. 

� Goldendale’s Children’s Book Week program was very successful. They hosted 
performer Henrik Bothe, who did a variety act of juggling, comedy and acrobatics. They 
also gave away copies of “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” by C.S. Lewis. These 
books were from a promotion given to libraries by Warner Bros.; the title is what’s 
currently in FVRL’s Read It Forward program.   

� Heidi Henning’s (White Salmon) popular Toddler Storytime broke new White Salmon 
records this month with 102 toddlers and their caregivers attending the November 16th 
program. Her regular families are spreading the word and bringing new families in every 
week. Heidi loves sharing her love of books and music with these families.  

� Ruth Shafer (Vancouver) led a “Math Madness” evening program for kids and their 
families. She set up table stations in Library Hall for a variety of fun math games, 
puzzles, and activities. Turnout was light, probably because it was held the day after 
Halloween, but those attending raved about the event so Ruth plans to repeat it next year. 

� Stevenson’s “Food for Thought” book discussion group had 18 participants on a snowy 
night right after Thanksgiving weekend. They discussed “The Secret Life of Bees.” 

� Vancouver hosted a talk by the Chinook tribal chairman on the history of the Chinook 
and their quest for tribal status. The talk was co-sponsored with the Center for Columbia 
River History (CCRH).  This was one in a series of six lectures by Northwest tribal 
leaders sponsored by CCRH. The CCRH staff was happy with the Library Hall venue and 
the co-sponsorship worked well for planning and publicizing the program. 

� Washougal’s Xtream Poets chose the winning entry in their “Name-the-Coyote” contest: 
Gray Moon (Cyrano was a close second). Victoria Nickel nominated the winning name 
and she was presented with a certificate for $20 at Los Jalapenos. 

� Woodland Celebrated Children’s Book Week with juggler Henrik Bothe at the WD 
Community Center. Over 125 children and parents attended and enjoyed his comedic 
antics! 
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YOUNG ADULTS 
 
� Several YAAB members helped Jenine WhiteCastle (Ridgefield) decorate the library 

using decorations Friends have contributed over the years. They did an impressive job 
arranging their traditional display of ceramic village buildings and figures (lent to the 
library by Friends member Dolores Hawkins), and they showed Jenine how to make a 
particularly spectacular paper snowflake. They made several snowflakes to decorate the 
library and Jenine has also used the idea in a crafts program.  

� Stevenson launched their Tween Reading group with great success this month. Tweens, 
along with some parents, saw a movie and then checked out a Lemony Snickett book to 
read for the discussion.  

� Washougal’s W.A.C.K.O. Anime group met twice in November. At their first meeting, 
they were asked if they would like to design an image for a flyer for their program. The 
teens were very excited about this and have created some images that they will bring to 
their next meeting. 

� Battle Ground YAAB members discussed how they use the library.  They said that the 
YAAB meetings in general (and the food!) were a big draw.  They use the library mostly 
for homework assignments, as a way station between school and being picked up, or just 
to “waste” a few minutes before going elsewhere.  They said they’d keep coming as 
adults. 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
 
� Every year Wy’east Middle School participates in National History Day. They compete 

nationally and have among the highest number of participants. This year Teresa Torres 
(Cascade Park) visited two 7th grade classes and showed the students resources available 
through FVRL’s website. The teacher told Teresa students’ initial research interests in 
advance so Teresa could bring relevant books with her. Many students got their first 
library cards and were excited to use them to check out the books Teresa had brought. 
Many of them plan to use the library to do more research. 

� La Center High School sent four of their FOCUS classes (FOCUS students are incoming 
freshman) to the La Center library for library tours and cards on November 2, 3, 9, and 
11th. The students were given a tour and shown how to use the electronic databases and 
catalog. The high school has decided to make a visit to the library part of their orientation 
for all freshman students. 

� Letters were sent to 15 local daycares and preschools in the Three Creeks Library area to 
inform them about the library’s tours and visits. 

� Mike Jansen (Three Creeks) attended a monthly “First Book” district meeting. Mike is 
the library representative for this organization.  It distributes books to underserved youth.  

� Ryan Ellis (Cascade Park) went to the Hearthwood Elementary Book Fair night. He was 
given a cape and a crown to wear while doing a family storytime. 
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� Sean McGill (Washougal) had a long discussion with Penny Waggoner, director of the 
West Columbia Gorge Humane Society, about possible ways their organizations could 
partner. One idea was to have a “Read to the Dogs” program, which could include a free 
book for each program attendee provided by Washougal’s Friends group. 

� The Friends of the White Salmon Library have paid the $100 fee for the library to take 
part in the Whitson Elementary School’s “Adopt-A-Business” Partners in Education 
program. The class the library has ‘adopted’ is the Washington Reading Corps group, 
which has an after-school component. Tentative plans have been made to start a grade 
school age after-school book discussion group at the library as part of this partnership. 

� Two library planning forums were held in Battle Ground in November. They each started 
with an overview of current library trends by architect David Wark, who then facilitated a 
group brainstorming and visioning process for the new Battle Ground Library. Both 
groups placed a high priority on having one or more community meeting rooms, and 
having a cozy, warm, welcoming, “northwest” feel, with lots of natural materials and 
natural light. 

� Vancouver Mall did a lot of outreach in November. They held three READ programs, 
two literacy nights and story times for four preschools, and visited Frontier Middle 
School to issue library cards and to promote the library’s databases. 

� Working with the Gaiser Middle School librarian, Mike Jansen (Three Creeks) handed 
out approximately 220 library cards. 

� Naomi Fisher invited the new Goldendale newspaper editor for a tour of the library.  She 
talked with him about District services and the local library’s history, and gave him 
information to help him understand the library’s role in the community. 

EXHIBITS & DISPLAYS 
 

• North Bonneville has a holiday craft display this month. They continue to increase their 
regular patrons, and their pickup shelf has grown to two shelves. 

 
STAFF 
 
� Cynthia Dominik (Stevenson) brought exciting programs to the elementary and middle 

schools this month as part of the BRIDGES after-school program. She is using readers’ 
theatre to introduce various topics and the children enjoy participating in the activities. 

� Cynthia Ernst and Johanna Bateman (Vancouver Mall) were among the FVRL staff who 
attended the “Soaring to Excellence” workshop on “Google and Your Patrons”. They 
shared many searching tips with staff. 

 
BOOKMOBILES 
 
� Klickitat and Skamania bookmobiles got external booster antennae for the cell phones. 

This will enable drivers to keep in contact with their branch and district services more 
easily, thus providing better reference service and increasing driver safety.  Bookmobiles 
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are also got upgrades to the satellite equipment that will make connecting to Sirsi much 
easier. 

� Facilities winterized the Skamania bookmobile in time for the icy November weather. 
Even so, the bookmobile couldn’t get up the hill to Glenwood even with chains one day. 
Staff called all the patrons and they were very understanding. 

� The January through June Clark County bookmobile schedule was revised to make a 
weekly trip to Yale Valley. The Hockinson Intermediate School stop was dropped due to 
very low use. 

FACILITIES 
 
� Facilities staff is working on water-related issues at Three Creeks (leak in roof), Cascade 

Park (leak in roof), Stevenson (need to divert water from outside stairs), and Goldendale 
(fix leaking basement wall). . 

� Goldendale’s elevator punch list from the state inspection is almost complete. The 
higher-level maintenance contract they have now allows their maintenance person to do 
more than just oil-and-lube work without a lot of extra expense. More preventive 
maintenance will help keep the elevator running longer.  

� Scott Hanson, a Ridgefield City Council member, offered to donate concrete siding and 
its installation to the Community Center.  The current siding needs replacing and we 
expect the Community Center will accept the offer. 

VOLUNTEERS 
 

• Naomi Fisher (Goldendale) met with a new volunteer referred to them by a local 
transitional-housing agency. The woman needs to complete volunteer hours and gain 
experience as part of her participation in the program. She will be with Goldendale for 
about three months, eight hours per week, helping with a variety of tasks. This is one of 
Goldendale’s interagency cooperative programs. 

 
FRIENDS 
 
� Cascade Park Friends purchased a digital camera for their library.  

� Ridgefield’s Friends group held its annual election, which had been postponed from 
October. The group was pleased by an unexpected gift of $250. 

� The La Center Friends sponsored a program given by community member Carol DeWalt 
and LC Friend’s member Virginia Hansen. They held a “Seasonal Centerpiece”-making 
event on November 30th. Virginia and Carol brought beautiful evergreen boughs and 
other decorative flora and trimmings. All who attended had a great time! 

� The Woodland Friends are active in the Woodland Centennial celebration planned for 
March 2006. Erin Thoney is assisting the Centennial committee plan for the Centennial 
Dinner celebration on March 4, 2006. The Friends also plan to co-sponsor the musical 
entertainment for the evening. 
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DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS 
 
� Avril Massey, Foundation Board member, presented $2000+ left from the North Salmon 

Creek Neighborhood Association to the Battle Ground Building Fund at the Nov. 17th 
forum.  A donor gave $1000 of stock to the building fund. 

� Keith McCoy, an active White Salmon historian, passed away at the age of 90 on 
November 18.  Keith wrote five books about the area, including Mt. Adams Country. 
White Salmon Friends have started a “Keith McCoy Northwest History Collection” fund 
with a $500 donation from the Friends to the FVRL Foundation. The money will be used 
to buy books about White Salmon and Northwest history for the White Salmon collection 
in memory of Keith. 

� Rock Solid Teen Center in Brush Prairie hosted “An Evening of Fun” with laser tag and 
turkey bowling, air hockey, movies, a pool tournament, karaoke, games, and food. The 
program was paid for by Battle Ground Mayor John Idsinga and his wife, Lynda. Rock 
Solid donated 50% of the $5 cover charge to the Battle Ground Library Building Fund. 
About 100 teens attended, which netted the Friends about $250. 

� The Foundation received a $10,270 SWIFT grant for furniture for the Battle Gound 
library.   

TIDBITS 
 
� A local woman told Jane Higgins (Battle Ground Friends) that she was donating the 

money she would have spend on presents for her children and grandchildren this year to 
the library building fund. She told her family the community needs a new library more 
than they needed Christmas presents! 

�  Sue Barrow (Battle Ground) received the following note: 
“I want to thank you so much for serving as my proctor this past couple of years. 
You have just helped me complete the one remaining semester of a degree I left 
without finishing more than 20 years ago! You and all of the librarians there in 
Battle Ground have been wonderful to me through these tests, and have served my 
family well every time we come to the library. I love the library and appreciate 
your service to me and to my family. Anne Snow” 



Board Report 
District Resources 
December 12, 2005 

Submitted by Doreen Turpen 
 
 
Staff 
Our Collection Development Manager, Jackie Youngblood, announced her intention to 
retire at the end of January. Her career has spanned 30 years, including a period of time 
as a children’s librarian and time as the manager of acquisitions.  She became head of 
Collection Development in 1999. 
 
Jackie has been committed to building a quality collection for our community of users 
and she is well known for her high professional standards.  Since I became Jackie’s 
supervisor a little over a year ago I have gotten know her better and gain even more 
appreciation for her knowledge and skills.  It has not only been a pleasure to get to see 
more closely how she approaches her professional duties, but also, to experience her 
sense of humor.   
 
Sirsi Migration  
 
Jackie is leading the work to set-up the Sirsi Acquisitions system.  The goal is to start 
using the system with our 2006 funds.  Once set up we will use the system to place 
orders, to record allocations to fund accounts, and to communicate with fiscal for 
payment of received items.  In addition to setting up the software configuration, we need 
to input vendor data.  This is yet one more complex and time intensive change to manage.   
 
Staff continue to work through migration related issues.  Jackie and Yvonne visited six 
branches in November to give each branch time to ask questions and to receive help with 
resolving or understanding issues related to collection management and cataloging. 
 
Several changes are being made to work processes in conjunction with the changed 
system.  For example, we are ordering preprinted magazine labels to reduce the set-up 
and printing tasks that otherwise need to be performed at each branch.   
 
Professional Development 
Trish attended a conference entitled “Healthy Communities, Healthy Youth” hosted by 
the Search Institute. This conference focuses on the 40 Developmental Assets and this 
year’s theme was “Creating Intergenerational Community.”  Trish connected with 
professionals and youth from many other types of organizations and groups that are using 
the asset model as a framework for the provision of services to youth.   
 
Jacquelyn meets with several local groups that serve young families.  She presented a 
program on picture books for children at a SWAEYC (child care providers) meeting.  She 
is on a group planning an event for National Providers Appreciation Day in May.  And 



she participated in a meeting of the Advisory group that is helping the Washington State 
Library plan for a Paul Allen Early Learning Grant. 
 
Programs 
The 7th Annual Tales of Terror Short Stories collection has been sent to graphics for 
layout and preparation for printing.   
 
The YAAB multi-media sale yielded over $800.  Trish is planning on holding another 
sale in the first quarter of 2006. 
 
Even though winter has not yet officially arrived, we are well into implementation of next 
year’s summer reading program.  The support materials (bookmarks, certificates, etc.) 
have been ordered and should arrive in early March.  Requests for proposals for 
performers have been mailed to approximately 100 performers.   
 
Nearly all 500 copies of this year’s Read it Forward book, The Chronicles of Narnia are 
now circulating in the community.  This year’s selection has been very popular, 
especially since the movie was just released.  We are finding that many people had never 
heard of the book or who were not aware how long ago the book was written. 
 
The Making Democracy Work Committee used its December meeting as a planning 
meeting.  Committee members reviewed four strategic options for the next phase of the 
project and expressed a preference for an option that targets youth participation. 
 
Strategic Plan 
District Resources staff serve on each of the work teams for goals and they have 
individually been involved in the development of work plans.  Jacquelyn is leading the 
planning team for Goal III, the Early Childhood goal.  I am leading the planning team for 
Goal V.  One milestone for Goal V was accomplished with the successful Making 
Democracy Work event.   



Foundation Director’s Report 
Prepared by Rick Smithrud 

December 12, 2005 
 
Target Grant Award 
The Foundation has recently received written notice from Target Stores that a grant 
application submitted in May 2005 had been approved.  Target forwarded a check with 
the award letter for $1,500 to purchase “Hello Baby!” book bags for FVRL’s Early 
Learning Programs.     
 
Benjamin Franklin’s Birthday Bash 
The Friends of Battle Ground Community Library are moving forward on plans for a 
fundraising dinner on Saturday, January 21, 2006.  The dinner will be held at The Cedars 
on Salmon Creek (formerly The Cedars Golf Course).  Tickets are $50 each or a table of 
10 for $500.  The Friends of Battle Ground Community Library are looking for sponsors, 
donors for their silent auction, or donors who will help establish a matching fund for the 
cash appeal at the dinner.  The Foundation is serving as fundraising consultants to the 
Friends of Battle Ground. 
 
2005 Fabulous Furniture Raffle 
The Foundation is still selling 2005 Fabulous Furniture Raffle tickets.  The winner of the 
raffle will receive a $1,000 gift certificate to Koplan’s Home Furnishings.  Tickets are $1 
each.  The winning ticket will be drawn at the Friends of Three Creeks Book Sale at the 
Three Creeks branch on Saturday, December 17th at 1 p.m.  Proceeds from the raffle will 
support FVRL Summer Reading programs.  The Foundation is looking for raffle ticket 
sellers as well as buyers.  If you are interested in helping sell some tickets, please call 
Casandra at 699-8846. 
 
Barnes & Noble Bookfair 
On Saturday, December 10, 2005 the Foundation partnered with Barnes & Noble to host 
a Bookfair at the Vancouver store on 4th Plain Boulevard.  The event featured photos with 
Clifford the Big Red Dog from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m.  A percentage of sales for the day will 
be forwarded to the Foundation.  Participants in the Bookfair also had an opportunity to 
enter a raffle for a $50 Barnes & Noble gift card that was donated to the Foundation.  The 
winner was Lisa Packard from Battle Ground.  Coincidentally, Lisa is a member of the 
Friends of Battle Ground Community Library. 
 
Foundation Publicity 
The Foundation is receiving excellent publicity lately.  The SWIFT grant awards 
ceremony held on November 17th is currently playing on CVTV.  As part of the televised 
program, Foundation Director, Rick Smithrud is seen commenting on SWIFT’s support 
for the La Center Library in 2004.  In addition, the 2005 Authors & Illustrators Dinner is 
being featured in a series of Community Cheers ads that are being run in The Columbian 
from December 4 to December 15.     




