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to geek the world, my friend! Read, 
learn, live The Geeks' Guide to 
World Domination. And, in the 
end, when it really comes down to 
just one question — does Big Foot 
exist? reach the nirvana of 
knowledge by going to the shelf for 
Big Foot: The Life and Times of a 
Legend by Joshua Blu Buhs. It 
comes complete with footnotes. As 
a wise man once said, “Focus 
Grasshopper, focus.” 

Selector recommendations: 
Meg Zaleski:  
• Girl with the Dragon Tattoo  

Stieg Larsson. Larsson was a 
Swedish policeman killed in the 
line of duty in 2004. He wrote 
three books in his spare time, but 
never tried to get them 
published. Since his death, not 
only have his books been 
published, they have become 
international bestsellers, 
translated into dozens of 
languages. We have Girl with the 
Dragon Tattoo in English and 
Finnish (Tyttö joka leikki tulella ), 
and soon will have it in the 
author’s native Swedish. 

Julie Tanner: 
• Mind Programming: From 

Brainwashing to Persuasion to 
Self-Help to Practical 
Metaphysics Eldon 
Taylor — New Age book 
on subliminal learning 
and thought control 

• Reclaiming Virtue John 
Bradshaw. The first book 
in 10 years 
by the best-

by the sledding book). Reading or 
knitting, it’s a hard choice, but 
here’s an author who’s thinking 
about your predicament — Maggie 
Sefton. She writes mysteries with a 
knitting theme (ooh, a theme!), and 
she even provides knitting patterns. 
Her latest yarn is called Dropped 
Dead Stitch. 

Rejuvenated from the read-it and 
knit-it pause, it's time to amaze your 
neighbors who were less than 
impressed with your Mars slide 
show. Check out Be Amazing: 
Glow in the Dark, Control the 
Weather, Perform Your Own 
Surgery, Get Out of Jury Duty, 
Identify a Witch, Colonize a 
Nation, Impress a Girl, Make a 
Zombie, Start Your Own Religion 
by Maggie Koerth. Just knowing 
how to glow in the dark is reason 
enough to pick up this book (plus, 
it would be a pretty neat way to 
impress those jaded neighbors).  

And finally — yes, there really is 
an end to my ramblings — a quest 
for information can stem from a 
fascinating array of possibilities. 
What if you were diagnosed with 
cancer and told you had less than a 
year to survive? You might pursue a 
lifelong dream of identifying as 
many bird species as possible, like 
Phoebe Snetsinger in Life List: A 
Woman's Quest for the World's 
Most Amazing Birds by Olivia 
Gentile. Or maybe you've reached a 
breaking point with people saying 
to you “man, you're such a geek” — 
well, (insert evil laughter) get ready 

selling author and 
creator of the PBS 
series "Bradshaw On 
the Family” 

Melinda Chesbro:  
• Sonic Boom: The 

History of Northwest 
Rock Peter Blecha  

• Guesstimation: 
Solving the World’s 
Problems on the Back 
of a Cocktail Napkin 
Lawrence Weinstein 

Holly Blosser: 
• Soaked, Slathered, 

and Seasoned: A 
Complete Guide to 
Flavoring Food for the 
Grill  Elizabeth Karmel. 

• Think Smart: A 
Neuroscientist’s 
Prescription for 
Improving Your 
Brain’s Performance 
Richard M. Restak. 

Sarah Nelsen:  
• When the Whistle 

Blows Fran Slayton 
• Duck! Rabbit! Amy 

Rosenthal. 
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Then we got to see the fruits of 
our labors when Technical 
Services staff put their regular 
work on hold and traveled to 
Battle Ground to assist with 
checking in and shelving all of 
the materials we had ordered and 
processed earlier in the year. We 
spent a lot of our time checking 
in books on hold for patrons and 
trying to make room on the hold 
shelves for them!!!   

Since we had ordered so many 
new DVDs and recorded books 
for the kids area, we also had to 
shift the titles on those shelves to 
get them all to fit! It was fun for 
us to get a sneak peek at the new 
library before it opened and also 
to be able to see our work on 
display in the gorgeous new 
branch.        —  By Sarah Berkowitz 

Behind the Scenes for Battle 
Ground’s New Library  

One of the best things about 
working in the Technical Services 
Department is getting the first look 
at new and replacement materials 
that are ordered for all of the 
library branches. The new Battle 
Ground Library gave us an 
opportunity to more than just look 
at books since we got an early view 
of the new building. 

Technical Services staff got to 
play a large role in getting items 
ready for the grand opening of the 
new Battle Ground branch. We 
moved into high gear in ordering 
and processing the Opening Day 
Collection for Battle Ground in 
February 2009.   

Collection Management was 
focused on building up the BG 
collection in three major areas: 
world languages and ESL materials, 
and media (audiobooks on CD and 
Playaway and DVDs). We also 
added 30 new magazines and 
newspapers to the collection.  

Technical Services staff have 
some facility in various languages 
(including French, Spanish, 
German, Chinese, Russian, and 
Japanese) but we were pressed to 
find and catalog many of the new  
titles ordered.   

A special  "Opening Day 
Collection" user was created in the 
catalog so that the new items would 
be hidden from patrons until they 
were checked in by Battle Ground 
staff.  In early May, we added 
hundreds of best sellers to the 
Opening Day Collection.  

Technical Services Department — Yvonne Iverson 

 

 Children’s new book display 

Get a Hobby display  

Armchair Travel display  

Paige Miracle Box No. 15 
Every day nearly every FVRL 

staff member does something 
with a Paige Box. These handy 
cardboard wonders are used to 
transport books and supplies 
around the district, store stuff in 
cabinets, under desks, and in the 
very dusty corners of offices.  

I don’t know how many years 
they last, but I do know they are 
sturdy, tough to put together 
when new, and essential to any 
project that involves moving stuff. 

 New Teen books and Teen  
 Summer Reading  display 



Date:  June 8, 2009 
To:  Fort Vancouver Regional Library Board of Trustees 
From:  Patty Duitman 
Subject: Operations Report 
 
 
ADMINISTRATION 

 
 Continue to monitor and work on the 2009 budget 
 Worked with realtor on the potential sales of the old Battle Ground and Cascade 

Park Library sites 
 
ACCOUNTING 

 
 Monitoring property tax collection updates to track revenue being deposited into 

the FVRL account 
 Completed the annual financial reports to be submitted to the Washington State 

Auditor’s Office 
 
FACILITIES 
 

 Completed (41) work orders and (18) special events 
 Battle Ground – some last minute construction projects and then helped move into 

the building 
 Cascade Park – replaced thermo pane windows 
 Goldendale – replaced restroom exhaust fans and repaired irrigation system 
 Serviced all vehicle lift gates 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
 

 To date, 35 staff and 1 board member are participating in the 2009 Wellness 
“Walk Around the District” program 

 53 staff were trained and certified in CPR and First Aid for the spring training 
session 

 Organized many volunteers to help with the new Battle Ground Library move in 
and grand opening celebration 

 Arranging for two summer youth workers to help in the business office for a six 
weeks program 

 
PURCHASING and MAIL 
 

 Gathering quotes to purchase some additional items for the Battle Ground Library 
 Reviewing furniture list for the new Cascade Park Library to prepare budget 

figures 
 



 

It’s all about 

COMMUNICATIONS Board Report 
Sue Vanlaanen 
June 2009 

Battle Ground opening a GRAND success 
 
More than 600 people came through the doors between 2:45 and 6:00 pm on Saturday, May 30 following the 
ribbon-cutting at the Grand Opening Celebration for the new Battle Ground library. Many thanks to the many 
people who had a hand in making this event everything we’d hoped it would be. Here are some event highlights: 
 
• Marvin Case of The Reflector published a special pull-out section in the May 27 paper, with eight pages of 

stories, information and ads, many of which included congratulatory messages for the library. As a bonus, 
the newspaper gave us 200 free copies of the tabloid for our own distribution. 

 
• We had terrific coverage in advance and the day of the grand opening in The Columbian. 
 
• Through the last-minute efforts of a number of people, we secured the use of an hydraulic lift and operator it 

for our photographer to take an aerial photo of the crowd. The picture turned out great and we plan to 
frame it for display in the library for years to come. 

 
• The turnout at the grand opening event affirmed the workability of the “soft opening then grand 

opening” option. At the soft opening at noon on May 15, there were perhaps 20 people waiting at the door, 
and moderate traffic that day and in the days leading up to the grand opening. The library was so packed on 
the day of the grand opening that it was clear we hadn’t diluted the impact of the event by opening the doors 
earlier. 

 
• CVTV did an amazing job with the video of the event. It’s available on demand at 

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/cvtv/cvtvarchive2/Community_Events/2009_Events/Battle_Ground_Library_Gr
and_Opening_5-30-09.wmv 

 
• I created a nifty slide show of the photos taken by various people at the event. It’s viewable at 

http://tinyurl.com/BG-GrandOpening, hosted by Kodak. Prints may be purchased directly from the site. 
 






