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This policy is fully compliant with the Children's Internet Protection Act (CIPA) as interpreted by the United States Supreme Court in June 2003.

The library is using SAM (Smart Access Manager) software to manage public Internet access. Because access is tied to the user's age, all patrons are required to have a birth date entered into their library record.

Internet Access choices in sam

• 
Basic-filtered access blocks access to Web sites with nudity or sexually explicit images. 

• 
Enhanced-filtered access blocks access to Web sites with nudity and sexually explicit content, as well as those with content that includes hate and discrimination, information on illegal activities, drugs and gambling, tasteless materials, other adult sites and chat rooms. This level will block a significant amount of constitutionally protected speech. Therefore, it must be a voluntary choice by an individual or by a parent for their child.

• 
Disabled-filter access.

• 
No Internet access. 

Availability of choices

• Patrons 16 years of age and younger who log in to  the Internet at the library are automatically restricted to basic-filtered access. They may not disable the filter. 

• Parents may request no Internet access or enhanced-filtered access for their children 16 years of age and younger. Parents may not disable the filter for their children.

• Adults (17 years of age and older) who log in to the Internet at the library automatically receive basic-filtered access. They may opt for enhanced-filter access, or may request to have the filter disabled at any time on computers that provide this option. A request during a SAM session for disabled-filter or enhanced-filter access will retain the change at subsequent SAM log-ins.

Future Internet services

The library plans to install a children's Internet station with child-size furniture in the children's area of each branch. Only pre-selected Internet sites intended for children will be available on these terminals.

about Internet filters

The library uses a commercial software filter. We believe that this filter is as accurate as any such product can be. 

Because of the Internet’s unstructured, unregulated and international nature, there is no assurance that any software will block access to all sites that fall within the selected blocked categories.  It is also possible that the filter will block information that it should not.  

For this reason, we encourage parents to be involved in all aspects of their child’s use of the library. They are the best judge of what is appropriate for themselves and their children. Library staff are always available to assist individuals and families in finding information appropriate to their needs.

Internet access Rules of Conduct 

FVRL’s Policy on Rules of Conduct applies to the behavior of patrons using electronic equipment and resources. It is against library policy for patrons to access, download or disseminate materials that the courts have declared to be legally obscene or otherwise illegal. It is the responsibility of the user or, in the case of minors, it is the joint responsibility of the user and the parent or guardian to follow this policy. Failure to follow library policies may be cause for the library to deny permission to use the Internet or to enter its facilities for a time specified by library staff. In cases of illegal activities or threatening behavior, the police will be called.

Questions? Call (360) 695-1561 or 1-888-546-2707 (from area code 509 only), or send an email message to contact@fvrl.org.
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