WASHOUGAL COMMUNITY

LIBRARY

1661 C Street ® 360-906-4860

WASHOUGAL

Seed Library

What is a Seed Lending Library?

The Washougal Seed Library is a self-perpetuating
collection of seeds donated and shared by mem-
bers of our community. Hosted at the Washougal
branch of the Fort Vancouver Regional Libraries,
seeds are available free of charge to any district
library patron. (You don't need a library card to use
the Seed Library, but we'll be happy to make one for
you.)

The idea is simple: you borrow from a selection of
vegetable and flower seeds at any time during the
year, plant them in your garden, and watch them
grow. When it's time to harvest, let a plant or two go
to seed, and bring some of the seeds back to the
library for other gardeners to enjoy.

e Check out up to 3 vegetable and 3 flower
packets

e Keep varieties of seed types separated when
returning seeds.

e Restock information for labeling is by the type of
vegetable: such as pepper/sweet bell or
pepper/habanero.

e Only heirloom seeds have the ability to adapt
and produce seeds.

e  Growing plants from hybrid seeds will not allow
you to save seeds.

e  Seeds save best when they are stored in a cool,
dark, and dry place.
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For guides on saving seeds, visit
www.seedsavers.org/learn and the Old Farmer’s
Almanac at www.almanac.com and more
information at http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu

Why seed lending?

Growing and saving seeds from locally grown
plants helps cultivate varieties that do well in our
region.

It helps preserve genetic diversity of old varieties
We hope to cultivate a network of seed savers in
the region, supporting each other and the seed

library as a resource for the gardening
community.

Helps to strengthen our local food system.

Heirloom varieties provide different flavor profiles
and interesting physical features, such as
colorful carrots.

How Seed Libraries support the
community:

Library events are
open to the public—
No cost to attend!

Donate, collect and package seeds with the help
of volunteers and staff.

Help in collecting local heirloom varieties that
might otherwise be lost.

Promote local agriculture by growing collections
of seeds locally adapted to the region.

Develop how-to classes, from planting seeds,
companion planting, and saving seeds to
preserving your bounty.
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